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EDITORIAL 


The Moderator Calls The Whole 
Church To Prayer For The 
General Assembly 


The moderator is praying that every commis- 
sioner will go to Montreat in the spirit of prayer; 
that every Presbytery will attend with its prayers 
its commissioners to the Assembly; and the whole 
Church will draw near to the throne of grace, 
praying that the Assembly may receive mercy, 
and find grace and help in every time of its need. 
If we can have united prayer for the Assembly, 
Wwe may expect the Assembly to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. So let us all pray 
that the Assembly may know what the Church 
should do in the present. situation at home and 
abroad; that the Assembly may ascertain the mind 
of Christ in every matter submitted for its con- 
sideration; that the Assembly’s actions may be ac- 
cording to the wisdom of the Spirit. Let us re- 
member the word of James the Just: “If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be 
given him.” And let us not forget the warning of 
the same brother of our Lord, that “bitter jeal- 
ousy and faction” are fruits of the wisdom that is 
from below; “but the wisdom that is from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be 


entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 


variance, without hypocrisy.” (R. V.) Let the 
commissioners pray that they may be enabled so 
to perform their duties as to be able to return 
home with the testimony of a good conscience 
that they have been well-pleasing unto God. 

—J. B. Green. 


The Challenge To 
The Church 


Our Church is at the crossroads. We have a 
choice of two ways. One way leads to continued 
bickering and character-sniping, motive-question- 
ing ill will within the church, We shall be forced 
down this way irrevocably if the question of union 
between our Church and the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., is made the question of the 87th and suc- 
ceeding General Assemblies. The other way leads 


to hearty cooperation, spiritual blessing and good 
feeling within the Church. We shall march joy. 
fully down this way if the challenge of the Stew. 
ardship Committee, especially as it bears upon 
reconstruction and advance in foreign missions, 


is accepted as the glorious opportunity of this 


hour. 


It seems clear to us that the time for union 
has not come. We believe that many who have 
not been vocal share in some measure the mis. 
giving about union which The Southern Presby. 
terian Journal feels is truly based upon doctrinal 
and administrational differences between the two 
Churches. If the 87th Assembly sends the plan for 
Union down to the presbyteries for a year of study, 
we are by no means ready to concede that the 
plan will be accepted by the 88th and 89th As 
semblies with the approval of three-fourths of the 
presbyteries coming between. 


But suppose that by a scant margin the hopes 
of pro-Unionists should be fulfilled. What then? 
Can anyone doubt that there will be fragmentizing 
of our Church with new and gaping wounds tom 
afresh and bleeding in this part of Christ’s body’ 
Concede that men on opposite sides of this ques 
tion are perfectly sincere. Ought we not to wait 
and pray for a clearer leading of the Spirit and 
for that resultant oneness of heart and mind that 
ry first assembly in Jerusalem enjoyed (Cf. Acts 

Is an organizational merger under the present 
circumstances really the central question of t- 
day. Are we not, indeed, have we not, lost our 
perspective and our focus? We have a deep cor- 
viction that a fresh consecration in stewardship, 
evangelism and missions is what God is looking 
for in His Church. 


Consider the limitless need abroad for material 
and spiritual help, What are we going to do about 
it? The Seventh Day Adventist Church, commonly 
regarded by old-line denominationalists as a “cult” 
or “sect,” recently published this statement: the 
members of that body give over and above thei 
tithe an average of $27.00 per capita for foreign 
missions. We may not agree about the cleansing of 
the heavenly sanctuary in 1844 (as they hold), 
and the observance of the seventh day, the nor- 
eating of pork, soul-sleep in the intermediate state, 
and annihilation of the wicked dead, but if we 
matched their zeal for foreign missions we would 
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The world is languishing for bread,—bread for 


‘the body and the soul. The world is not languish- 
‘ing for an organizational] ecclesiastical merger. 
“It is not yet too late. Let us keep our heads. Let 
‘us take the way that we all agree is in line with 
‘the will of the Lord and which surely leads to 
‘many blessings. 


| | —C.N.W., III. 


Has The Air Been 


Has the Federal Council “cleared the air” by its 
‘recent publication of a pamphlet entitled “Present 


Policies?”’ 


We have taken this pamphlet and some of the 


‘official publications of the Federal Council and 
read them earefullv and the inescapable conclusion 
that this pamphlet has been issued hurriedly, 
because of anvrehension at the growing tide of re- 
'pudiation of the Federal Council, but the statement 
‘actually glosses over the controversial noints and 


inno way is a repudiation, by the Council, of those 
features of its work which are so distasteful to 
many in the Church. 


First of all the pamphlet states: “The central ob- | 
iective of the Council is to serve as a co-ordinating 


instrument for the twenty-five member denomina- 
tions in programs in which they decide to work.” 


A study of the activities of the Council will re- 


veal that the Council is involved in a multiplicitv | 


of racial, social, political and economic ventures of 
which our Church has never approved. We have 
never “decided to work” along those lines but the 
Council has used our prestige and our membership 
to further a program, with much of which we most 
heartily disagree, 


Rather than to “clear the air” this very first : 


statement shows how far separated are the activi- 
ties and policies of the Council from those com- 


mitted to it for action by its constituent member- 


ship. 


In the second place—claiming to be evangelical 
in doctrine this pamphlet frankly states that the 
one doctrinal] basis is “loyalty to Jesus Christ as 
Divine Lord and Saviour.” Here we have a picture 
of the doctrinal dilution necessary for such' an or- 
ganization. There is nothing whatsoever in this to 
preclude inclusion of the Roman Catholic Church 
in its membership, a far cry from the doctrinal 
gp, of evangelical Christianity throughout 

e ages. 


This statement of policy speaks of the “con- 
structive social programs’? sponsored by the Fed- 
eral Council. Those who would like to know more 
regarding these programs should secure some of 
the reports, articles and pamphlets written by var- 
ious staff members of the Council, particularly 
those by James Myers and Benson Y. Landis. They 
should also read a full report of the recent Pitts- 
et Meeting on “The Church and Economic 
ife. 

The protests against the tendencies and implica- 
tion of the Pittsburgh Meeting were so widespread 
and intense that the Council hedged in its issue of 
‘Information Service’ of April 5 and stated: “It 
was a free assembly, whose proceedings in no way 
committed the several bodies and organizations 
tepresented, or the Federal Council of Churches.”’ 


But, in this pamphlet, dated March 25, they 
state: “This group (speaking of the Pittsburgh 
Meeting) ... came to conclusions which are in gen- | 
eral accord with the policies of both the Federal 
Council and the member-denominations.” Which 
statement (both made by the Federal Council) is 
correct? We are very sure that the findings of the 
Pittsburgh Meeting were not in accord with the 
Church’s obligations, as seen by our Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 


Under No. 8 this pamphlet of the Federal’ 

Council states with reference to “Justice between 
the races,” that it stands for “equal opportunity 
for all races and the prevention of unjust dis- 
criminations against any racial minority.” To this 
we would echo a most hearty “Amen.” But—we 
find that by this statement the Federal Council 
means far more than it here states, for, at its 
Seattle Meeting the Federal Council officially “re- 
nounces the pattern of segregation as unnecessary 
and undesirable and a violation of the Gospel of: 
love and human brotherhood. Having taken this 
action the Federal Council requests its constituent 
communions to do likewise. As proof of their sin-| 
cerity in this renunciation they will work for a 
non-segregated Church and a non-segregated So- 
ciety.”’ Here again we see the Council cracking the 
whip and calling the turns—the constituent de- 
aaa: are expected to follow their leader- 
ship. 
The Council frankly not only comes out for | 
elimination of all racial barriers but they say that) 
those who do not comply are being un-Christian. 
Our Negro Christian friends here in the South. 
know as well as we do the utter folly of such a 
course. 


No, brethren, the Federal Council has not 
“cleared the air’ one iota by this statement of 
present policies. By its acts, its publications and 
its active agents it has for years pursued a policy 
on social, political, economic and racial matters 
independent of and contrary to many of the con- 
victions held by our Church. While not forming 
this policy, we have been used to bolster their 
claim to “speak for twenty-seven million Protes- 
tants.”’ 

There have also been recent attempts to becloud 
the issue by saying that opposition to the Federal 
Council stems solely from one publication in the 
North which has often been lacking both in ac- 
curacy and Christian charity. That is not true. 
This opposition is based on the actions and publi- 
cations of the Federal Council itself. 


It is high time our Church asserted herself by 
refusing longer to be the tool of those who have a 
philosophy and goal different from our own. 


Do we desire to “bear a witness’ in these days? 
Then surely withdrawal from the Federal Council 
will be the rebuke they need and the testimony our 
Church can make in no other way. —L.N.B. 


Race Relations _ 
Some Little Things Which Help 


The extremes to which some would go in solving 
the race problem we face in the South show both 
lack of judgment and psychological common sense. 


Abolishing of segregation and racial lines may 
be desired .by some Negroes but to the great ma- 
jority such steps would be just as foolish and un- 
satisfactory as to the members of the white race. 
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But, our Negro friends are human beings, just 
as we are. They have feelings just as we do. They 
love and hate, they are happy and sad, just as are 
all others. 


It is the things which are in themselves small 
but which, after all, mean so much to people every- 
where which can and should be used and which 
will go so far in relieving race tension. 


We speak of the common courtesies of everyday 
life, the little friendly considerations which light- 
en the loads of life and smooth the way for all 
concerned. 


A cheerful salutation, a heart-felt ‘“‘thank you,”’ 
a generous recognition of services faithfully per- 
formed, a friendly pat on the head for a child. 
The ways of showing friendliness are too many 
to mention but too often they have been lacking. 
Certainly Christians should be the most thoughtful, 
courteous, considerate and loving people in the 
world. 


If, in our dealings with those of another race, 
we exercise these little evidences of Christian grace 
in our own lives we will have gone far to lessen 
racial misunderstandings, and, we will at the same 
time be living the way Christians should “ay 


e e 9 

‘Advise’ And ‘Aid 
The duty of the Commission on the Minister and 
his Work is that of ‘‘advising with church Sessions’”’ 
in regard to Temporary Supplies and Stated Sup- 
plies and with churches about Pastoral Calls. (In 
one place the word “aid’’ is used). The Commission 
is to meet with and advise the Committee of the 
church as to the merits and suitability of any man 
whose name it expects to put before the Congre- 
gation, and it shall have the privilege of nomi- 

nating suitable men to the Committee. 


As long as the Commission does not go beyond 
these prescribed limits no harm and some good 
may result. But as a former member of the Com- 
mission we wish to point out two or three grave 


dangers. These perils have become more real and 


acute since several cases have come to our notice 
where Commissions have’ gone far beyond their 
delegated authority. They have not merely ‘“ad- 
vised” but have used their influence as a Com- 
mission to ‘“‘block’”’ the calls of certain men whom 
they considered undesirable. | 


Sometimes this has been done at the instigation 
of influential preachers who have taken it upon 
themselves to be “censors” or “ceritics.”” They 
write letters to the Commission, not wanting their 
names published, and tell these brethren that such 
and such a man is not wanted in the Presbytery or 
Synod. The right sort of Commission will resent 
such unealled-for and outside interference, but 
even then, perhaps, will be influenced by these 
letters. If a minister is ‘Sin good and regular stand- 
ing,’ and has not been tried and censured by a 
church court, has any group of men, however 
“big” they are, any right to pass judgment upon 
them? Is such a thing Presbyterian? Is not every 
one of us entitled to a hearing before we are con- 
demned? 


Then, again, we know from observation at first 
hand that the Commission may easily degenerate 
into a “Gossip Center’? where the past records of 
our brethren are scanned and deficiencies and 
frailties aired and discussed. All of us have glaring 


faults, but God has used men like us for a long 
time. If He can put up with us and work through 
us, we can afford to be somewhat lenient with 
our fellows. Then a man may have made mistake; 
and failed in one field, and can make a great 
success in another. Does not the Lord of the 
Harvest know where to place His workers? Is not 
the call of a Congregation a clearer indication of 
His_ will than the opinion of a group of ministers’ 
It is so easy to be biased or prejudiced, 


As our church law stands, every church mus 
consult the Commission. But the church is po: 
bound to take the advice of the Commission; jt 
may go on with the eall. Our people should be jp. 
formed that the inalienable right of a Congregation 
to call a man of their choice is still theirs. The 
ones who support a pastor must have the right 
to choose their own pastor. 


Personally we are fully persuaded that this jp. 
novation—the Commission on the Minister and his 
Work—ought by all means to be abolished. We feel 
sure that it already is doing more harm than good, 
and that its potential dangers are very great. The 
church is no place for ‘politics,’ and in this 
Commission we have a logical place for such 
unworthy ‘“‘wire-pulling.”’ 


Has not one of the glories of our church been 
our dependance upon the Holy Spirit for guidance 
in these sacred matters? Let us stop being judges 
and critics, and learn to love with a love “that 
covers a multitude of sins’’—the many faults of 
our fellow ministers. Let us strive to let God have 
His way and not interfere too much with His 
prerogatives. Surely none of us want a man-made 
and a man-manipulated organization which we call 
a church! : —J.K.P. 


Paul And The Heart 
Ot Jesus Christ 


“T have you in my heart”; “I long after you in 
all the bowels (tender mercies, affection, heart), 
of Jesus Christ.”? Phil. 1:7,8. 


Paul’s body was in prison, but Paul’s soul was 
free: his heart, his mind, his calling, his peace, his 
joy, were outside and above and beyond all prison 
walls. Paul was free because his heart was the 
home of Jesus Christ, and Christ ruled in his soul. 


Paul was a Heart-Giant: he was a giant in many 
other ways, too, but the biggest thing about Paul 
was his tender and consecrated heart. He had all 
the churches, all of his own nation, all the Gentile 
world, and a host of individual men and women in 
his heart; but the one thing above all else was the 
glorious fact that his Lord and Master was there. 
This was what made him what he was; this was 
what had changed him from a bigoted, narrow- 
minded, persecuting Pharisee to Paul the Chris- 
tian, the Apostle and Lover of men. The love of 


Christ was now constraining him. 


This was true of other Heart-Giants, like David 
Livingstone, Ballington Booth, David Brainard, 
Robert McCheyne, and a multitude of others, Is 
not there great need for some Heart-Giants today? 
Is not. the Church and the world languishing for 
lack of a consuming love—even the love of Christ 
living in men? 


How did ‘Paul’s Heart. — the heart of Jesus 
Christ — make him feel 
Christians? 


toward his fellow- 


tories 
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He thanks God for them. Have we ever stopped 
to praise God for the number of genuine Chris- 


i tians who are in the world? What a blessing to 
| know that all around us are men and women who 
‘have Christ in their hearts. We believe in the. 
'Communion of Saints, 
grateful for this fellowship? 


but are we 


He yearns over them. He has them “in his 
heart.” Are we longing to see the Christians about 
us become better and nobler and finer: that their 
love may abound, their intelligence and insight in- 
crease, that they may be pure and blameless? 


He is not jealous, even of those who seem to 
be “rivals.””’ Do we ever feel like James and John 
hecause Others do not “follow us?”’ 


How did Paul’s Heart make him feel toward the 
One Who ruled there? 


. Christ was to be magnified in him. Like Na- | 


poleon’s old soldier, the Emperor was on the 
throne of his heart. ‘‘For me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain. This meant, Life through Christ. 
Here was Paul’s Soteriology in a nutshell. It meant 
Life for Christ, a life laid on the altar, wholly 
consecrated. It meant Life in Christ, no longer I, 


but Christ living in me. It meant Life with Christ, 


hth now and forever. No wonder that to Paul, ‘“‘to 
depart and be with Christ was far better,” for 
then his present trials would -be ended. 


This love that Paul had for his Saviour, and for 
his fellow Christians, leads him to exhort them to — 


“live lives worthy of the Gospel of Christ.” What 
kind of lives? “Standing firm in one spirit’: as 
enlisted men, soldiers of the Great Captain; fear- 
less men, not terrorized by the enemy; victorious 
men, willing to suffer as well as believe on His 
name. 

When we can say with Paul, “I have you in my 
heart,’ and “I long after you in the affection 
(heart) of Jesus Christ,” then we can hope to see 


God’s great army march on to marvellous vic- | 


tories, Oh, for some ‘‘Heart-Giants” today! 


Noblesse Oblige 


An office, like a suit of clothes, cannot create 


character: it may hide the lack of it. No position 


of itself can make any man honorable: It is rather 


the man’s task to make the office honorable. The 
place does not automatically dignify its holder, 
nr the chair its occupant. Subjects do not dress 
up a clown in robes of royalty and dub him king. 


Any elevated tenure places great demands on its 
inumbent; and such responsibility is honor. But 
unless the man be worthy, the honors, with the 
demands therefor, return to the Source of honor 
again. “‘Worth makes the man...” 


In days of old the office sought the man. Do 


we see men of greatness and its aspirants descend- 
ing to the lower levels of office-seeking?. The 
more’s the pity. Yet it is noised about that some 
actually candidate and even project campaigns 


for high ecclesiastical office. Somewhere there is 


something written about loving the uppermost 
seats in the Synagogue to be seen of men. 
The primus inter pares of our early practice 
tas, by eustom, stretched his functions, from the 
ime of the annual or stated meeting, to the circle 
0f the whole year, being liable to the danger of 
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entitlement as head of the Church. We have but 
one Head of the Church: others are imposters. 


To be exalted of men, or to be acceptable before 
God? what are we out for? Elected leader of the 
highest Church court, has often been called the 
highest honor of the Church. Isn’t just to be a 
minister of the Lord Jesus Christ to have that! 
“Who o’er the herd would wish to reign?” The 
Book indicates the truer way: “He that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.” But does even this 
promise the Moderatorship? —R.F.G. 


Unique Or Useless 


Webster defines unique as “single, sole.” Cer- 
tainly, from the foundation of the Church, Christ 
has been presented as the sole means of salvation. 


Should a stranger enter the average church to- 
day would he come away with a sense of urgency; 
a feeling that without Christ he was a lost sin- 
ner? Let every minister search his heart and his 
message and visualize such an one in his con- 
gregation every time the Church door is open. 


Too much preaching today ignores the Gospel 
of redemption through the blood of Jesus Christ. 
This is a hard statement but it is true. Unless 
He is unique—unless He died on the cross for our 


‘sins—unless He is the one and only way to sal- 


vation, then Christianity is useless. 


Christianity is not a set of principles, altho 
many seem to think so. Christianity is not a code 
of social ethics, altho some have reduced it to that. 
Christianity is a way of life—the life of a 
person who has been born again through faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and who, from that time, 
goes in His strength and follows in His ways. 


The profound pessimism of liberal and modern- 
istic theology today is found because of loss of 
faith in the utterly unique place of Christ as the 
only Saviour from sin, Too often sin has been 
played down and the personality of man played 
up, while education is offered in the place of 
redemption. 


The leading editorial in the May 5Bth issue of: 
the liberal ‘‘Presbyterian Tribune” is entitled, 
“Is It Dawn Or Doom.” Recognizing the failure 
of the United Nations” to recognize God in any 
way they conclude with the following: 


“It is possible for World Judiaism, for the 
Roman Catholic Church and for other Chris- 
tian bodies of the World to agree on the one 
doctrine they hold in common—tThe Lord our 
God is One Lord. The hands of the clock of 
history are moving inexorably and we cannot 
wait to bring the organic union of Christianity 
or of Judeo-Christian faith. But the separate 
branches of these spiritual cultures dare not 
fail to translate their common faith into prac- 
tice, that the Hand of God may be felt in 
contemporary social and political experience.” 


Here we have a picture of a philosophy which 
completely ignores the fact that the Christian re- 
ligion as embodied in the Scripture-based doctrines 
of Christ and His redeeming work is the only hope 


- for the lost sinners in a lost world. 


The dilution of Christian doctrine, the compro- 
mises or the shifting of emphasis in theological 
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teaching, the worldliness and worldly mindedness 
of our times are bearing their fruit in loss of 
the uniqueness and urgency of the evangel message. 


The Christian Church has the message for the 
hour but too often it is not even believed 
by those who should preach it. If every Christian 
minister today would return to the faith of our 
fathers, faith in the entire Word of God, and 
would preach the Gospel found in that Word he 
would be used to stem the tide of a civilization 
headed for destruction. 


Either Christ is “the way, the truth and the life’ 
or He is an impositor. Either He spoke truthfully 
when He said, “No man cometh to the father but 
by me” or He lied. If it is true that “Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved,” then that message 
should be preached unceasingly. 


If it is true that, “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him,” then there are a lot of peo- 
ple right here in America who do not know that 
fact. 


Have we lost sight of the uniqueness of the 
Gospel? Or have we degenerated to a useless Gos- 


pel. 
With a need so great shall we be content with 


message less than the one God has given 
to meet that need? —L.N.B. 


Christ Versus 
Joining The Church 


Accepting Christ and joining the Church are 
not synonomous terms, altho, unfortunately they 
are often used as such. 
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We believe that this distinction is so importay 
that all Christians should stop to be sure they ap 
speaking so that all may understand. 


Our reason for writing this is that we hay 
heard some of the finest men we know urge som 
young people to make their decision to “join th 
Church.” Of course they mean to accept Chris 
as Savior and publickly acknowledge this faith by 
fulfilling their obligation to become members 9 
that great body of believers. : 


Unfor.unately, in no realm today are term 
used as loosely as in the Christian one. For tha 
reason evangelical Christians owe it to themselveg 
and to those with whom they work to make ver 
sure that they so speak that there can be no mis. 
take as to their meaning. 


Unfortunately too, many young people grow up 
in the Church and at an appropriate time “join 
the Church” without ever having clearly take 
the first and absolutely important step of accept. 
ing Christ in their heart as personal Savior from 
sin. The result is too obvious in their own live 
and in the life of the Church. 


As we search our own hearts we know it js 
much easier to urge some one to “join the Church” 
than it is to place before them the necessity of 
the new birth through faith in Jesus Christ. While 
growth in grace is a progressive matter salvation 
is an instantaneous transaction whereby we ar 
born again, acquiring eternal life, by faith in the 
Son of God. 


While they should come in natural sequence it is 
a fact that one may become a Church member and 
still not be saved. One may also accept Christ as 
Savior and be saved without joining the Church. 


If we keep the clear distinction between these 


. two steps always in our own hearts and also before 


those with whom we work we will make our wit 
ness more effective and also avoid some mistakes 
which are very difficult to rectify, —L.N.B. 


The Church Property Question 


By Rev. G. T. Gillespie, D.D. | | 


Jackson, Miss. 


Dr. Gillespie Is A Member Of The a Committee 
| On Co-operation And Union 


Inasmuch as the Report of the Permanent Com- 
mittee on Co-operation and Union which is to be 
made to the next General Assembly is now or soon 
will be available for publication, I assume that 
there will be no impropriety -on my part, as a 
member of the Committee, in previewing one of 
the significant features of that report, which 
deals with the question of Property Rights. 


After long and earnest consideration by our 
Permanent Committee, by the Joint Drafting 
Committee, and finally by the joint meeting 
of the two full committees held recently at Cin- 
cinnati, an agreement was reached to incorporate 
in the Revised Plan of Reunion, a new provision 
dealing with property rights, to be designated as 
a Declaration No. 10, which is as fol- 


New Concurrent Declaration 
Number 10 


Since in the consummation of this union, it 
is a matter of vital interest to the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States to provide some 
orderly method within the framework of the 
Presbyterian system whereby the right of self 
determination, together with property rights 
which are inseparably bound up with it, may 
be exercised, without provoking violent con- 
troversy, unseemly litigation in the civil 

courts, and forcible dispossession of property, 
such as has often marked movements for 
church unification: 


Therefore, for the purpose of this reunion 
alone and without altering for the future 
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the Presbyterian principles as to church prop- 
erty, it is hereby solemnly covenanted between 
the two uniting churches that the property 
rights of particular churches of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States shall be 
scrupulously observed by all presbyteries of 
jurisdiction. 


Any particular church under the juris- 
diction of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, at any time within one year 
following the date of final approval by the 
General Assembly and prior to actual con- 
summation of the union, at a congregational 
meeting .called both by due notice from the 
pulpit at two successive regular Sunday church 
services, and by mailing at least ten days prior 
to said meeting, a written statement of the 
purpose of the meeting to all members, by 
the affirmative vote, taken by secret ballot of 
three-fourths of the members present, may 
decide not to enter the reunited Church. One- | 
fourth of the communicant membership shall 

~ be a quorum for this action. 


Upon prompt notification of this decision, 
the Presbytery of jurisdiction, upon the re- 
quest of the minority of said church, after 
ascertaining the regularity of the congre- 
gational meeting, and considering all available 
information which it deems. pertinent, shall 
make an equitable adjustment or apportion- 
ment of the interests of the majority and the 
minority in relation to the property of the 
church and of the Church-at-large. The action | 
of the Presbytery shall be binding on all 
parties. 


A Halfway | Measure 


This agreement was of course a compromise, and 


probably did not fully satisfy any person on either 
of the representative groups. It fell considerably 
short of what some of the members on the Com- 
mittee had earnestly contended for, but we ac- 
cepted it as it seemed the largest possible con- 


cession there was any hope of securing for the. 


time being. In my judgment it marks a long step 
forward toward a common sense solution of a 
very difficult problem, and should do much to 


ease the tension over this property question, and 


permit the whole discussion of the proposed union 
to proceed in a calmer tone and a more reasonable 
spirit. At the same time, it is open to two rather 
serious objections. 


In the first place, it evades the basic issue in the 
whole matter of property rights, when it fails 
to state in clear and unequivocal language, as had 
been urged, that “In the event of union, any con- 
gregation, presbytery, or synod, now under the 
jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church in the U. 
S. shall retain full fee simple title to such property 
as it may hold at the time of such union, with 
full power to use or dispose of such property, as 
may be determined in its sole discretion at meet- 
ings duly held for such purpose.” 


In the second place, it is inconsistent and il- 
logical in omitting all reference to the property 


rights of presbyteries and synods, Surely these 


units are entitled to just as much consideration as 
are local congregations, and many of the presby- 


_teries and synods do have schools, colleges, orphan- 


ages, or other institutions to which they would 
most certainly undertake to retain title in the 
event they should elect not to enter the union, 


Page 7 


and immediately there would result violent con- 
troversy and unseemly litigation in the civil courts, 
if we may judge by the experience of other ef- 
forts at church unification. Assuming therefore a 
sincere desire on the part of all parties to avoid 
just such a situation, it would seem to be a very 
shortsighted and inconsistent policy to exclude 
presbyteries and synods from the provisions of this 
new Declaration. It is to be hoped that the logic 
of this conclusion may yet commend itself to the 
mature judgment of those responsible for the 
preparation of the final draft of the plan to be 
sent down to the presbyteries. 


Property Issue May 
Prove Decisive 


All indications point to a growing interest in 
this property issue. It has probably provoked 
more discussion than any other issue which has 
arisen concerning the proposed union. It is cer- 


tainly not the most vital or important issue in- 


volved, but it is one which appeals to the man in 
the street, whose common sense and innate sense 


of justice causes him to react strongly against 


any proposed plan of union which involves the 
possible threat of forcibly taking away the prop- 


erty of congregations or larger units which may 


not wish to enter the union. Many of those who 
favor union frankly say that they are not willing 
to vote for any plan which does not remove this 
threat of coercion, by providing in the plan of 
union itself, clear recognition of the right of local 
groups, large or small, to remain outside the union 
and retain title to and undisputed possession of 
their property. Even the most ardent advocates 
of union, many of whom favor a “high church’’ 
type of Presbyterianism, and who are strongly op- 
posed to the principle of local autonomy in prop- 
erty matters, which they describe as “‘congregation- 
alism,”’ nevertheless have gradually come to realize 
that unless some reasonable and equitable protec- 
tion for local property rights is incorporated in 
the plan of union which is finally sent down to 
the presbyteries, it will not have the ghost of a 
chance to secure ratification, and the whole ques- 
tion of union with the Northern Church will be 
“deader than a dodo,” perhaps for our genera- 
tion. 


A Significant Comparison 


Further light may be thrown on the significance 
vt this Concurrent Declaration by comparison with 
the original paper first submitted to our Commit- 
tee for consideration by Dr. R. W. Cousar and 
the writer, and upon which much of the discussion 
was based. A copy of that paper is appended be- 
low for the benefit of those who may wish to 
know more of the background out of which this 
new Declaration came. A careful study of the 
two papers will indicate that while much of the 
substance of the original paper is incorporated 
in the final form, there are some omissions which 
are highly significant of fundamental differences 
of viewpoint which will eventually have to be 
reckoned with, whether or not the union is ever 
consummated. 


No originality is claimed for this paper, but it 
does undertake to summarize the thought of some 
of the best legal minds in our church, and to set 
forth in clear and unequivocal language the prin- 
ciple of local autonomy with respect to property 
rights, as generally held and practiced in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. With minor vari- 
ations it is simply a restatement of principles set 
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forth in the overture from Knoxville Presbytery 
io the Assembly of 1946, which was referred by 
the Assembly to the Permanent Committee on 
Cooperation and Union “for further study and with 
the instruction that every effort be made to pro- 
tect these rights more adequately than is pro- 
vided for in the present plan.”’ (Assembly Minutes, 
1946, Page 69), 


Incidentally, in this connection it should be 
noted that the matter of ministers’ equities in the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund, referred to in the Knox- 
ville Overture and also in the fourth paragraph 
of this paper, while not dealt with-in the Con- 
current Declaration, is covered in considerable 
detail in the forthcoming report of the Committee 
to the Assembly, and although the findings of the 
Committee may not fully accord with the judg- 
ment of some of us, nevertheless their recom- 
mendations if adopted by the Assembly will open 
the way of amicable’and equitable adjustment of 
any differences which may arise. 


The following Paper was submitted for con- 
sideration of the Committee on Co-operation and 
Union, by Dr. R. W’. Cousar and Dr. G. T. Gil- 
lespie, members of the Committee: 

Proposed Substitute For Section 9 Of 
The Concurrent Declarations Of 


The Proposed Plan Of Union 


Since the Form of Government of the Presby- | 


terian Church in the United States makes no 
specific provisions concerning the ownership, con- 
iro] and disposition of property by its constituent 
units, and as a consequence congregations, pres- 
byteries and synods have ordinarily exercised full 
autonomy in such matters, subject only to the laws 
of the commonwealths under which they have 
operated; and 


Since there is an insistent and reasonable (de- 
mand from within that church that vested in- 
terests and equities acquired under these con- 
ditions should be distinctly recognized and duly 
safeguarded; and 


Since in the consummation of this proposed 
union it is a matter of vital interest to all con- 
cerned to provide an orderly method within the 
framework of the ‘Presbyterian system whereby 
the right of self-determination, together with prop- 
erty rights which are inseparably bound up with 
it, may be exercised, without provoking violent 
controversy, unseemly litigation in the civil courts, 
and forcible dispossession of property, such as has 
often marked movements for church unification; 


Therefore, it is hereby agreed and solemnly 
covenanted between the two high contracting 
parties, to which agreement they firmly bind 
themselves, and their constituent units, and the 
united Church, as a principle of equity, prudence 
and Christian comity, that; 


First. In the event The Plan of Reunion is con- 
summated, any congregation, presbytery or synod, 
now under the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, shall retain full fee 
simple title to such property as it may hold at 
the time of such union, with full power to use 
or dispose of such property, as may be determined 
in its sole discretion at meetings duly held for 
such purpose. 


Second. The Session of any church now under 
the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church in 


the United States, at any time within one yey 
after the Plan of Reunion may have been final) 
approved by the General Assembly, if ever so ap. 
proved, may, on its own motion, or shall upop 
petition of one-fourth of the communing member 
of such church, call a congregational meeting 
at which the congregation shall be given oppo. 
tunity to vote by ballot on the question ag t 
Whether or not the congregation shall remain 
outside the proposed union, and assume a separate 
and independent status. If the congregation by q 
three-fourths majority of those present and vot. 
ing should vote in favor of separation, a certified 
copy of the minutes of such meeting shall be 
transmitted to the Stated Clerk of the _presby. 
tery, and if it appear that the meeting was 
regularly called and held in accord with the 
procedure prescribed, the presbytery shall formally 
recognize the independent status of such congre 
ga‘ion, and such action shall be binding on ali 
courts of the Church as a final adjudication of al! 
questions relating to this matter including the 
right of such congregation to retain full fe 
simple title to all property held by it or held in 
trust for it at the time of separation. 


Third. In accordance with the same principle, 
uny constituent presbytery or synod of the Pres. 
byterian Church in the United States, at any 
time within one year after the Plan of Reunion 
may have been finally approved by the General 
Assembly, may, at a meeting called for such 
purpose of which at least twenty days notice shall 
have been given, consider and vote upon the ques 
tion as to whether or not the presbytery or synod, 
as the case may be, shall remain outside the pro- 
posed union and assume a separate and _ indepen- 
dent status; and if the presbytery: or synod by a 
three-fourths majority of those present and vot- 
ing should favor such separation, then the Stated 
Clerk shall send a certified copy of the minutes 
of such meeting to the Stated Clerk of the Ger- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States; and unless it should appear that 
there had been such irregularity in the proceedings 
as to invalidate the action, the Assembly shall for- 


mally recognize the independent status of such 


presbytery or synod; provided, however, that no 
such action of a presbytery or a synod shall bind 
a congregation which may elect by a_ three 
fourths majority to follow the alternate course, 
and no such action by a synod shall bind a pres- 
bytery which may elect by a three-fourths ma- 
jority to follow the alternate course. 


Fourth, Any minister in regular standing in a 
presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, who, within one year after the 
Proposed Plan of Reunion may have been finally 
approved by the General Assembly, shall file with 
the Stated Clerk of the presbytery a request for 
honorable dismissal or transfer to some _ other 
ecclesiastical body shall be granted such dismissal 
or transfer without prejudice, and such minister 
shall be entitled to retain his full equity in the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund, and shall be allowed the 
option of: (a) continuing the payment of annual 
premiums on the same basis as were being made 
by him, and for him by his church at the time of 
his withdrawal, and of receiving the same bene- 
fits as he would have received had he continued 
his former relationship; or, (b) of receiving in 
cash a sum equal to the total amount paid by him, 
and on his behalf by churches or organizations 
served by him, plus accrued interest. 
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Shall 
The Southern Presbyterian Church? 


Some Objections To The Proposed Plan For Union 
With The Northern Presbyterian Church 


Are Given On The Following Six Pages 


For further information and literature, write: 


The Continuing Church Committee 


Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Secretary | Weaverville, North Carolina 


(Advertisement) 
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This Would Not Union 
But Absorption ! 


It is proposed that we “unite” with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. (Northern  Presby. 
terian). This would not be a union but absorption of our Church into an organization foutm ' 
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times as large. 


It is suggested that we “merge” our interests with our brethren in the Northern Church g 
This would not be a merger but a submerging of our Southern Church. 

of 

It is argued that the proposed union is the duty and obligation of the members of both ,, 

Churches. Union and unity are not the same thing, and unity must come before union. e} 


It is argued that we have the same Standards and the same Confession of Faith, there- | 
fore we are one. The fact is, over 1,200 ministers in the Northern Church signed the Au ¥& th 
burn Affirmation, an affirmation which states that belief in the historically accepted doctrines a 
of Christianity (the plenary inspiration of the S criptures, the virgin birth of Christ, the w- 
carious atonement, the bodily resurrection of our Saviour, and the records of His miracles), 
is not necessary for ordination into the ministry. This Auburn Affirmation has never been re- 
pudiated, and its signers have come more and more into power and control of the Northern 
Church and its agencies. 


It is argued that a united Church will be a more efficient organization. Our Southern Pres- 
byterian Church is an efficient organization now. Union would disrupt the effectively work- ‘ 
ing agencies of our Church. Foreign Missions, Home Missions and our other agencies ate F 
bound to suffer by the proposed change. f 

It is argued that a united Church, because of its size, will wield a greater influence in our 
nation and in the world. The imfluence of the Church is not measured by numbers but h & ; 
spiritual power, and that spiritual power comes from unswerving loyalty to Christ, His Word @ , 
and the doctrines they both so clearly teach. The testimony of the Bible affirms the principle 
that God honors and uses those, no matter how few they be, who trust Him above men. & + 


The Church's great need is spiritual awakening and revival. Rather than waste our time on 
movements which distract and divide, let us unite in prayer for an outpouring o Ss the Holy ( 


Spirit on us all; then all else will assume its rightful place and nem. | 
(Advertisement) 
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T he Effect Of Union 


On Foreign Missions 


The Southern Presbyterian Church is a ait nanieil and efficient organization. Nowhere 
is this more in evidence than in the Foreign Mission Work of our Church. 


If union with the Northern Presbyterian Church is forced upon us it will greatly handicap 
the present work of our Church in the various mission fileds. | 


There are underlying reasons for this which should be known. The Foreign Mission Work 
of the Northern Church is under a Board of Foreign Missions; that of our Church is under 
an Executive Committee of Foreign Missions. This method of administration has a marked 


effect on the policies and work abroad. 


In our Church, the great underlying policies of the work on the fieled are determined by 
the missionaries on the field, subject to approval by our Executive Committee. Here we have 
a democratic and wise policy which has worked to great blessings in our foreign mission work. 


Under a Board such policies mav be recommended from the field, but they are subject 
to the control of the Board; and at times the Board may act in direct opposition to the ma- 


ture judgment of those on the field. 


When the Japanese Government ordered the Korean Mission Schools to worship at the 
Shinto Shrine, our Korean Mission vigorously opposed this attempt to force idolatry into 
Christian work. Our Executive Committee backed our Mission in its stand and sent Dr. Ful- 
ton to Korea to confer with the Japanese authorities. Finding no other solution, he approved 
the closing of our schools, rather than to compromise with paganism. In so doing, a wonder- 


ful testimony was borne to Christian truth. 


On the other hand, while the overwhelming majority of the Northern Church mission- 
aries took a stand similar to that of our missionaries, the Northern Board sided with a small 


Minority and a fatal compromise resulted. One of the leading figures in this minority group 


has now been appointed by the Northern Board to a position of high influence and power in 
their Far Eastern Work. 


Knowing these and many other facts of the past, and their inevitable effect on the work 
of the future, the overwhelming majority of our Southern missionaries eey disapprove. 


the proposed union with the Northern Church. 


(Advertisement) 
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The Effect Of Union On 
Home Missions And Church Growth 


The Southern Presbyterian Church has for forty-five years served the people of the South 


in friendly and helpful co-operation with other Christian bodies. 


Certainly the Southern Presbyterian Church has a record of Home and Foreign Mission 


achievement which is probably not surpassed by any other Church. 


Many are urging Union with the Northern Presbyterian Church because of the supposed 
advantages that will come to our Home Mission pastors and workers on account of that 


Church’s larger numbers and greater financial strength. 
The actual facts, however, do not justify this hope. 


Over twenty years*ago the Northern Church took the position that all Home Mission 
Churches that did not give reasonable promise of becoming self-supporting within five years 
should be dropped. | 


From 1930 until 1946 the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church had an increase of only 9.6 percent 
in its membership. During the same period our Southern Presbyterian Church had an increase 


of 30 percent. Our rate of growth for that period was over three times their rate. 


In the past five years, in the field of Church Extension, the reports of the two Assemblies 
reveal the interesting fact that while the Southern Presbyterian Church had a net gain of 42 
churches, the Northern Presbyterian Assembly had a net loss of 153 churches. 


In every one of the last 17 years members of our Southern Church have given more per 


capita to Home Missions than have the members of the Northern Church. 


That our Home Mission Work is certain to suffer, if the merger occurs, seems a natural 


and logical conclusion. 
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Union Means Control 
Union between our Church and the Northern Presbyterian Church means that control of 


our present work, agencies and institutions must of necessity pass from our hands into a group 
of which we would be but a small minority. 


This is not a question of not trusting Christian brethren. It is, however, a vital question of 
control of our work passing into the aunt, of many who do not regard the necessity of doc- 
trinal integrity as we do. | 


_ It means that Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Stewardship, Religious and Christian 
Education and the Woman’s Auxiliary will no longer be directed by those thoroughly fa- 
miliar with the problems peculiar to our Church. 


It means that we shall not be free to seek a solution faa the race problem in the light of 


conditions which exist in the Southland with which we are familiar, problems which are not. 
appreciated or understood in the North. The Northern Church at its last General Assembly 


went on record as regarding segregation of the races as un-Christian. It is one thing to live 
in a community (in the North) where there are but few of a different race. It is an entirely 
different matter to live (as many do in Georgia, Mississippi, and other Southern States) 
where the majority are of the Negro race. The solution must be found on a basis of reality, 


not theory, and our Church is working towards a Christian solution. If a different policy is 


forced upon us by the large Northern ma aj ority in the proposed united Church, it would pro- 
duce an intolerable situation. . 


It means the loss of the most precious possessions and heritages of our Southern Presby- 
terian Church—the fellowship and personal friendships possible only in a relatively small 
and cohesive church group such as ours—something which has greatly enhanced the efficiency 
of the work of our Church at home and abroad. 


~ As has been truly said: “There is not one single advantage to our Church or to the work 


of Christ?’s Kingdom to be had in union + with the Northern Presbyterian Church; and there 
are many disadvantages.” 


Refusal to sanction organic union does not preclude co-operation. We have co-operated in 


the past and shall continue to do so in the future. But when union is consummated it means 


that control of our Church and her destiny passes into other hands. 

Let us pray for a Spirit-sent revival. That is-the need of ours and of every other Church. 
“Not by might (organization), nor by power (numbers), but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.” 

(Advertisement) 
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Who Wants Union? 


The Assembly-wide response to the series of statements in The Southern Presbyterian 


Journal and The Christian Observer concerning the preservation of the life, work and testi- 
mony of our Southern Presbyterian Church as a denomination of Christian people, makes it 
clear that this movement for union with the Northern Presbyterian Church 1s @ movement of 
some of the preachers and not of the members. In fact, this response has indicated that the 
members are not aware of these plans which mean the liquidation of our Church, nor are they 
aware of what union would mean. 


The membership of our Church—those most vitally concerned—have every right to ask 
questions; questions most pertinent and which require positive answers. We are listing some 
of the questions as they are coming in to us from Southern Presbyterian Church members: 


Who builds the houses of worship? Members of the Church. 

Who supports the ministry? Members of the Church. 

Who builds the Colleges and provides the endowments? Members of the Church. 
Who builds the Seminaries and pays the professors? Members of the Church. 

Who supports the Church’s shohld-wide missionary program? Members a the Church. 
Who gave the Ministers’ Annuity Endowment? Members of the Church. 


Who are avitatine for Church union? A GROUP OF THE MINISTERS. 


For eighty-five years the Southern Presbyterian Church has labored in friendly and help- 
ful co-operation with other Christian bodies, and has had the blessings of God on all its 
labors. Our Church today is a going and efficient organization. We find the future of our 
work and of our testimony being jeopardized by a small minority who seem impressed by 
the lure of bigness; confusing organizational union with spiritual unity. If their plans were 
to be realized our Southern Presbyterian Church would cease to exist—we would be sub- 
merged into a large organization in which we would be a helpless minority. 


The membership of every Church in the Assembly should make known its wishes to its 
minister and its representative in the Presbytery. As the situation now stands, it is obvious 
that the overwhelming majority of the members of the Southern Presbyterian Church are 


opposed to the present movement to liquidate our Church. 


(Advertisement) 
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Shall Liquidate The 
Southern Presbyterian 


The Answer Is, -- NO! 


Current arguments for union include the following: that it is God’s will; that Presbyterians are 
one; that thereby a wider witness can be borne; that the witness will be more effective: that 
failure to unite obscures the Gospel of Christ; that Christian love demands it. 


Let Us Examine These Arguments In The Light Of The Facts 


Christ's prayer for unity was a prayer for unity of faith. As long as the “Auburn Affirmation” 
remains unrepudiated omd its signers continue in positions of leadership in the Northern Presby- 
terian Church this unity does not exist. (This affirmation, signed by more than 1,200. ministers in 
that Church, denies that faith in the following five doctrines is essential to ordination in that 
Church: The inerrancy of the Scriptures, the virgin birth of our Lord, the vicarious atonement, 
the bodily resurrection of the Saviour, and the records of His miracles during His earthly 


ministry). 


Presbyterians are one only as they accept the doctrines which make them one. In the Nor- 
thern Church, movement is now under way to also unite with the Episcopal Church and other 
Protestant denominations. This urge for union ignores those great evangelical doctrines, faith in 
which has made the Church effective. The present movement towards union is not one solely 
with the Northern Presbyterian Church, it is aimed at the union of all Protestant denominations 


at the expense of doctrinal integrity. 


Can a “wider witness” be effected by union? The greatest need of Protestantism today is a 
return to faith in the entire Word of God and those doctrines which we Presbyterians believe are 
so clearly taught therein. The ‘’width’’ of witness depends not on numbers but on what that wit- 
ness is. The foreign missionaries of our Church are overwhelmingly against union with the Nor- 
then Presbyterian Church. Our African Mission has twice gone on record to this effect. 


Can a “more effective witness” come out of union? Union would mean a centralization of 
power in hands of a group, in which we would be a small minority. The General Council, an 
utterly un-Presbyterian organization, would control the machinery and destiny of our Church. It is 
spiritual power which makes a Church effective, not the size or form of its organization. 


What “obscures the Gospel of Christ?’’ Not denominational barriers but doctrinal laxity and 
ecclesiastical oppression. The Church is weak today because too often a materialistic gospel, 
one aimed at material advantages, is preached instead of the Gospel of the Saviour of the world. 
Sin is too often ignored and the human achievement magnified. 


Christion love demands, first before union, a love for Christ and His Word. Sentimentalism can- 
not be substituted for unswerving loyalty to essential Christian doctrine. Theological inclusivism 
and doctrinal laxity are the weakness of Protestantism today. Union under present conditions is 
but another step in the wrong direction. If the Church is to advance she must first go back to her 
original faith in God, His Word and the doctrines set forth in those Scriptures. 


“Not by might (organization), nor by power (numbers), but by my Spirit saith the Lord 


of Hosts.” 


For further information aa literature, write: 


The Continuing Church Committee 


Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Secretary : Weaverville, North Carolina 
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The Books Of Samuel 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the eleventh in the series of ieticles on Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The books of Samuel lend themselves to a nat- 


ural division into three parts: 


© 


Qu 


ra ao op 


I. The Work Of Samuel 
(I Samuel 1-7) 


. Samuel’s birth and childhood. 1:1 - 2:10. 
. The rejection of Eli and the call of Samuel. 


2:11 - 3:21 


. The war against the Philistines and the Ark of 


the Covenant. 4:1 - 7:1. | 


. Samuel the Judge. 7:2-17. 


II. Saul The King 
(8:1 - 31:13) 


. The Israelites demand a king. 8:1-22. - 
. Saul the first king of Israel. 9:1 - 11:15. 


Samuel’s farewell address. 12:1-25. 

The war against the Philistines. 13:1 - 14:52. . 
Saul’s disobedience and rejection. 15:1-35. 
David anointed by Samuel. 16:1-23. 


. The victory over Goliath, 17:1-58. 
. Saul a his jealousy of David. 18:1- 
20:43. 


David as an outeast. 21:1 - 30:31. 


The death of Saul and his sons at Gilboa. 
31:1-13. 


Ill. David The King 
(II Samuel 1:1 - 24:25) 


. David’s lamentation over Saul and Jonathan. 


1:1-27. 


. At Hebron David is recognized as king. 2:1-7. 
. David seeks to achieve unity. 2:8 - 5:25. 
of the Covenant brought to Jerusalem. 


. The Messianic promise of the establishment of 


David’s throne. 7:1-29. 


. David the victorious king. 8:1 - 10:19. 
. David’s sin with Bathsheba. 11:1 - 12:31, 
. The sins of Amnon and Absalom. 13:1 - 14:33. 


Absalom’s rebellion and the consequent events. 
15:1 - 20:26. | 


Various appendices. 21:1 - 24:25. 
The Unity Of Samuel 


It is eommonly accepted among modern schools 


of negative criticism that the books of Samuel are 
composed of material which is based upon con- 
flicting sources. Much study has been done in order 
to show the extent of these sources. But despite the 
fact that the books of Samuel may have been 
compiled from various sources, there is never- 


theless a deep and underlying unity of thought 
and purpose within them. These schools of thought 
which insist upon the composite character of the 
books, do so largely because of the presence of 
what they call doublets. The same event, they 
would tell us, is repeated, often with considerable 
variation of detail. It remains to consider briefly 
some of the principal cases of alleged doublets, 
in order to determine whether or not they actually 
are present in the book. 


Saul And David 


One of the principal alleged doublets is said to 
be found in the fact that David is twice introduced 
to Saul. In 17:55-58, after David had slain Goliath, 
Saul desires to know whose son David is. This 
appears to be strange, since in chapter 16 we have 
already read that David was brought before Saul, 
and Saul loved him greatly. Furthermore, we read, 
“‘And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from 
God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and 
played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and 
was well, and the evil spirit departed from him” 
(1 Samuel 16:23). Now, if Saul had thus known 
David, why, after the battle with. Goliath does he 
ask whose son David is? It is precisely this point 
that is raised by some of the negative critics. 
Surely, they say in effect, we have here two con- 
— accounts. Surely, here is an error in the 

ible. 


Yet, we who love the Bible and believe it to be 
true need not be alarmed, Whenever we are tol 
that the Bible contains an error, we should go to 
the Bible itself and see what the Bible has to say. 
Very often, if we merely read the Bible with 
some care, the alleged error or difficulty largely 
disappears. In this case, therefore, let us see what 
the Bible actually says. 


When we do that—when we let the Bible speak 
for itself—we find that the difficulty is not near] 
as great as at first it appears. It is not at 
necessary to resort to fanciful conjectures in order 


to answer this supposed contradition. Thus, some 


have said that Saul pretended not to know David. 
But, what, however, would have been the point of 
such action? Nor does the Biblical text really per- 
mit one to adopt this solution. Again, there is n0 
need whatsoever for supposing that Saul’s malady 
had somewhat affected his memory so that he did 
not recognize David. It also is certainly arbitrary 
and without warrant to suppose that this section 
has been interpolated and was not originally in the 
text. When Saul asked this question, he obviously 
was endeavoring to ascertain more than the mere 
names of David and his father. These he knew 
already. What Saul desired to discover was “— 
what kind of man the father of a youth who 


possessed the courage to accomplish so marvelous. 


a heroic deed really was: and the question was 


ji 
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put not merely in order that he might grant him 
an exemption of his house from taxes as the re- 
ward promised for the conquest of Goliath (Ver. 
25), but also in all probability that he might at- 
tach such a man to his court, since he inferred 
from the courage and bravery of the son the 
existence of similar qualities in the father” (Keil). 
It was the social condition, therefore, of David 
and his father which Saul desired to ascertain. 
The words of chapter 18:1 ‘when he had made 
an end of speaking unto Saul—,” show clearly 
that a lengthy conversation ensued, Had Saul 
merely desired to know the name of David’s father, 
there would have been no need whatsoever for any 
lengthy conversation. One word would have 
answered his question. It will be seen, therefore, 
that there is no real contradiction in the text at 


this point. 
| Who Killed Goliath? 


Another question which apparently has troubled 
some centers is about the killing of Goliath. In 
Chapter 17 we read, that David ‘‘—slew him, and 
cut off his head therewith.” (Verse 51). In 2 
Samuel 21:19 it is related that ‘‘El-hanan the son 
of Jaare-oregim, a Bethlehemite, slew Goliath the 


‘Gittite, the staff of whose spear was like a weav- 


er’s beam.” On the other hand we read in 1 Chron- 
icles 20:5 that “—Elhanan the son of Jai® slew 
Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, whose 
spear staff was like a weaver’s beam.” Here, at 
first sight, it appears that we have an insoluble 
difficulty. On one hand we are told that David 
— — and then it is said that El-hanan 
slew him. 


In answer to the problem we may first point 
out that the final editor of the book, who ac- 
cording to criticism, put the book in its present 
shape, must have been a rather incompetent man. 
Instead of smoothing out all the difficulties, he 


simply allowed them to remain. Yet, despite this 


fact, competent scholars regard the book as of a 
unified nature. What is the explanation? 


Many attempted solutions have been offered, 
but the one which most appeals to the present 
writer is as follows. We begin with the text in 
Chronicles, and it seems rather obvious that, as we 
have it, the text in Chronicles is in need of amenda- 


tion, For our part, we believe that the text in 


Chronicles originally read just like that in 2 
Samuel, namely. “El-hanan, a Bethlehemite—slew 
the brother of Goliath the Gittite.” In .other 
words, the proper name Lahmi, as every student 
of Hebrew will recognize, is a part of the word 
Bethlehemite. Apparently, therefore, the words, 
the brother of, should be inserted in the passage in 
2 Samuel. Any Hebrew student will see how this 
is easily possible. The facts, therefore, seem to be 
these: David slew Goliath, and El-hanan slew the 
brother of Goliath. Now, whereas this solution may 
not entirely remove the difficulties, it does at 
least show that there is no need for postulating 
error or contradiction in the Bible at this point. 


The reader may note that other solutions also 


have been advanced, and have much to commend 
themselves. 


A word of caution should be injected. It is a 
very serious thing to charge the Bible with error 
or with contradiction, and the one who dares to 
make such a charge should do so only after he is 
persuaded, upon the basis of thorough and careful 
study, that such error does occur in the originals 
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of the Scripture. Anyone who will take the trouble 
to examine carefully the discussions which have 
been carried on with regard to the present prob- 
lem will realize that no one is in a position to 
affirm that the originals of Scripture are here in 
error. It may very well be that, with our limited 
knowledge today, we may not be in a position to 
solve satisfactorily every alleged difficulty, but it 
by no means follows from this that we have any 
right therewith to declare that the Bible is in 
error. The present writer would confess his amaze- 
ment at the glib and cavalier manner in which 
some declare that they find contradictions in 
Samuel at this point. 


The Lord Of Truth 


Of an entirely different nature is the objection 
which must now be considered. In 1 Samuel 16:1- 
4, we read that the Lord intends to send Samuel 
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, “—for I have provided 
me a king among his sons, And Samuel said, How 
can I go? If Saul hear it, he will kill me. And 
the Lord said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, 
I am come to sacrifice to the Lord.” Here, it is 
charged, is an example of low morality. The Lord 
definitely encourages Samuel to practise deceit. 


However, as is the case with most of the diffi- 
culties in the Bible, this one practically disappears 
when we examine it more closely. It should be 
noted therefore, that the Lord does not command 
Samuel] to tell a lie. Samuel is commanded to say, 
“T am come to sacrifice to the Lord.” Such a state- 
ment was the truth; it was not the entire truth, 
but it was the truth. Therefore was no need for 
Samuel to tell the entire truth upon this oc- 
casion, but what he was commanded to say was 
true. He was to go to Bethlehem in order to sacri- 
fice there to the Lord. 


Again, Samuel was in no sense commanded to 
dissimulate. If Samuel had been asked point blank, 
“Are you going to Bethlehem in order to anoint 
David as king?” and to answer such a question 
Samuel had been told, “Say, I am going only to 
offer sacrifice,” then Samuel would have been 
guilty of dissimulation, and so also, would the 
Lord. But such is not the case. We must observe 
that there is a vast difference between dissimula- 
tion or acting under false pretences and not telling 
the entire truth, There was certainly no point in 
Samuel’s revealing the principal object of his 
mission at this time. Keil has beautifully summed 
up the matter, “There was no untruth in this, for 
Samuel was really about to conduct a sacrificial 
festival, and was to invite Jesse’s family to it, and 
then anoint the one whom Jehovah should point 
out. to him as the chosen one.” And the comments 
of Calvin are also in point: “There was no dissimu- 
lation or falsehood in this, since God really wished 
his prophet to find safety under the pretext of 
the sacrifice. A sacrifice was therefore really 
offered, and the prophet was protected thereby, 
so that he was not exposed to any danger until 
the time of full revelation arrived.’’ Once we admit, 
as we are compelled to, the genuiness of the Lord’s 
intention for Samuel to sacrifice, the difficulty 


disappears. 
Our Attitude Toward Samuel 


These lines have been intentionally written with 
the express desire and purpose of creating in 
the mind of the reader an attitude of trust and 
reverence for the books of Samuel. We should ap- 
proach these sacred books, as did Moses the burn- 
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ing bush, with reverence, “Draw not nigh hither: 
put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground.’’ When we 
thus approach them, we will come ready to hear 
the voice of the living God. But such an attitude 
will appear only when the Spirit of God takes away 
the shallowness of our present religious life. There 
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are difficulties in these sacred books, but let us 
approach these difficulties in a humble spirit, 
Then will we learn from God; then will we be 
taught of Him, and then will true blessing obtain 
for our souls. God grant that such a spirit may be 
the possession of all who read these lines. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For June 15: Judah’s 
Last Days 


Scripture: II Kings 23:31 -24:7; Jeremiah 26. 
Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 10:1-10. 


Our Devotional Reading tells us of the folly 
of idolatry: “they are altogether brutish and 
foolish: the stock is a doctrine of vanities.”’ In 
contrast to this we have “the true God—the 
living God, and an everlasting King—at his wrath 
the earth shall tremble.” Idolatry brought about 
the downfall of Israel and the captivity of Judah. 
When the captives returned they were at last 
permanently cured of this great sin. 


Judah’s last days were sad days: sad for the 
people and sad for the prophet Jeremiah. He 
is called “the weeping prophet; not so much be- 
cause of his own sorrows as the sorrows of his 
nation.” Oh that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 
and night for the slain of the daughter of my 
people.” 


We take up first the reigns of two kings, and 
then the efforts of Jeremiah to bring the people 
to repentance and save the nation. 


I. Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim: II Kings 23:31-24:7. 
Josiah’s zeal and _ thoroughgoing reformation 
brought only a temporary reprieve: God had al- 
ready pronounced sentence upon the land, Under 
Manasseh the people had been led into such 
grievous sins, and so much innocent blood had 
been shed—tradition says that Isaiah was “sawn 
asunder” during his reign—that the patience of 
Jehovah was exhausted and pardon impossible. 
There comes a point in the lives of men and na- 
tions when nothing but judgment is left for the 
Supreme Ruler of the Universe. This was the 
ease when the flood came; when Sodom and‘Go- 
morrah were destroyed; when the first-born of 
Egypt were slain; when Judah sinned away her 
“day of grace.” Judgment is called, “His strange 
act,” but nevertheless, a necessary act. 


God stayed His hand of judgment while Josiah 
lived in recognition of, and reward for, his tender 
— and his sincere repentance and great re- 
orms. 


Jehoahaz, his son, reigned but three months and 
did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord. 
Pharaoh-nechoh ‘put him in bands at Riblah’”’ and 
later took him to Egypt where he died. 


The Egyptian conqueror then made Eliakim, 
another son of Josiah, king, and changed his 


name to Jehoiakim. He took the silver and gold, 
and levied a heavy tax on the land. — 


Jehoiakim reigned eleven years and did evil 
in the sight of the Lord. He suffered, as we have 
seen, from the king of Egypt: now he is to suffer 
further from Nebuchadnezzar, the first of the great 
“world conquerors,” and also from the other na- 
tions around Judah—Chaldeans, Syrians, Moabites, 
and Ammonites. 


Back of all this trouble was the hand of God: 
“at the commandment of the Lord came this upon 
Judah, to remove them out of his sight, for the 
sins of Manasseh—which the Lord would not par- 
don.”’ God’s love and patience are marvellous, 
_ PY aa the day of His wrath comes, who can 
stand? 


World domination now passed from Egypt to 
Babylon and the king of Egypt came no more 
out of his land. Jehoiakim becomes the servant 
of the king of Babylon, and the captivity of Judah 
draws near. 


II The Prophet Jeremiah and “the roll of a Book”’: 
Jeremiah 36. God’s Word is a savor of life unto 
life or of death unto death. Sometimes, as in the 
case of Josiah, the finding of the Book brings 
tears of repentance: at other times, as in the 
case before us, it only hardens men’s hearts and 
hastens their destruction and increases their con- 
demnation, It is not the fault of the Book, but of 
the men who read or hear it: the same sun melts 
wax and hardens clay. 


1. Jeremiah sends Baruch with the Roll. On 
this roll were written the “words of God.’? Some 
people find fault with Verbal Inspiration: we 
have it here. God commands Jeremiah: ‘Take 
thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the 
words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, 
and against Judah, and against all the nations.” 
Here is not only Verbal Inspiration, but the dic- 
tation of words first by the Lord to the prophet, 
and then by the prophet to Baruch: “and Baruch 
wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of 
the Lord, which he had spoken unto him, upon a 
roll of a book.” What could be plainer? Does not 
common sense agree with faith when both tell us 
that if God gives a revelation of Himself, it will 
be an infallible one? 


The purpose in sending the roll is: “it may be 
that the house of Judah will hear—they may re- 
turn—I may forgive.” Judgment had already been 
pronounced, but “the mercy of the Lord’—His 
loving-kindness—“endureth forever.” 


2. He reads it to the people. Baruch takes the 
roll which he has written and goes on his mission. 
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He first reads it, “in the ears ‘of all the people,” 


at the entry of the new gate of the Lord’s house, 
after proclaiming a fast to “all the people.’”’ We 
are not told about its effect upon the multitude. 


8. He reads it to the princes. When this “gather- 
ing of all the princes” heard it they were afraid 
and said, ‘“‘we will surely tell the king of all these 
words.”? These princes asked further as to how he 
obtained these words and when Baruch told them, 
they said, “Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and 
let no man know where ye be.” These princes evi- 
dently knew the king.. 


4, Jehudi reads it to the king and the princes. 
These princes first tell the king about the roll 


_which they had laid up in the chamber of Elishama 


the scribe. “So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the 


roll.’ As Jehudi reads it to them, the king “cut it © 


with the penknife, and cast it into the fire—until 
all the roll was consumed.” “Yet they were not 
afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, 
nor any of his servants that heard all these words”’ 
“Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah 
had made intercession to the king that he would 
not burn the roll: but he would not hear them.” 
It was well that the princes had told Baruch 


to hide himself and Jeremiah: the king sent to 


apprehend them, “but the Lord hid them.” 


Some of our modern Jehoiakims are not afraid 
either when they with critical knives cut the Word 
of God to pieces and leave us only a tattered 
remnant of what the Lord has spoken. Which is 
worse, the penknife of Jehoiakim or the ‘“‘theories”’ 
of these “higher critics’’? 


Notice the difference between 
Jehoiakim: in the one there was a tender and 
broken heart; in the other a brazen defiance. 
What effect is the Word having upon us? Upon 
our nation? Upon the world? 3 


5. Wicked men cannot destroy God’s Word: 
27-32.” Take thee again another roll and write in 
it all the former words.” There was also a further 
message to the king: “Thus saith the Lord—He 
shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: 
and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to 
the heat, and in the night to the frost.” 2 


So Jeremiah took another roll and gave it to 
Baruch who wrote in it all the former words 
and “‘there were added besides unto them many 
like words.”” Our modern critics and enemies of 
the Bible can no more destroy it than Jehoiakim 
could destroy the roll in his day. It is a terrible 
thing to tamper with the Word of God: to take 
from it, or to add to it our human traditions. 
The Word—the Living, Indestructible Word of 
God—will rise up to condemn our generation of 
destructive critics as the ashes of the roll con- 
demned the king and became a sort of symbol of 
his ruined land whose ‘last days’? were the days 
when they despised the “roll of the book.” Is not 
Germany today a most solemn and _ dreadful 
example of a nation which tried to cut in pieces 
the Word of God? What about our own country? 
Is not German unbelief a common thing in many 
of our colleges and universities and even semi- 
naries? 


Lesson For June 22: The Fall Of 
The Southern Kingdom 


Seripture: II Kings 24-25; Jeremiah 37 ; 39-40. 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 137 :1-6. 


Josiah and 


“Sorrow follows wrong, 
As echo follows song— 
On, and on, and on.” 


“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, 
yea, we wept” (Ps. 137:1). “Blood and sweat 
and tears’’—these all follow sin, as our world well 
knows: a weeping Germany; a heart-broken, starv- 
ing Europe; a world of sorrow has followed the 
world’s departure from God. Our country is not 


exempted, and if we do not return to God and 


forsake our sins, then our turn will come. Our 
suffering has been light so far. We are sowing 
now: what will the harvest be? When will foolish 
men ever learn the one great lesson of history? 
Surely, the terrible end of Israel and Judah ought 
to be sufficient for those who read and study and 
believe God’s Word. But profane, as well as sacred 
history, teaches the same unmistakable lesson. 
Lmao nag. men, though fools, should not err 
therein. | 


I. The Story in Second Kings: II Kings 24-25. 


1. The First Stage of the Captivity: Chapter 24. 
Jehoiakim was followed by Jehoiachin who was 
eighteen when he began to reign and reigned 
only three months, in Jerusalem, doing evil in 
the sight of the Lord. (He was later treated kindly 
in Babylon, his throne was set above the thrones of 
the kings with him there, and he was given a daily 
oa 8 from the king, (See II Kings 25:27- 

0). 


Nebuchadnezzar and his servants’ came up and 
besieged the city: Jehoiachin, his mother, his 
wives, servants, princes and officers surrender to 
him, and are carried captive to Babylon, together 
with ten thousand others, and the craftsmen and 
smiths. The king of Babylon makes Mattaniah 
ruler and changes his name to Zedekiah, who 
reigns eleven years and did evil in the sight of 
the Lord. He very foolishly rebelled against Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and steadily refused to follow the ad- 
vice of Jeremiah, as we shall see. 


2. The Second Stage of the Captivity: 25:1-21. 
Again Jerusalem is besieged, reduced to starvation, 
broken up, and the king taken. Judgment is pro- 
nounced upon him, his sons are slain before his 
eyes, his own eyes are then put out and he is 
taken to Babylon in chains; thus fulfilling the 
prophecy concerning him. The king of Babylon 
then burns the house of the Lord, the king’s house, | 
and the city—‘every great man’s house’’—breaks 
down the walls of the city and takes captive most 
people, leaving only the poor of 
the land. 


3. Brief Rule of Gédaliah 22-26. Gedaliah was 
made ruler over the remnant left in the land. He 
advises all of them to serve the king of Babylon 
and fear not. But Ishmael, one of the royal seed, 
killed Gedaliah and then “all the people, both 
small and great, and the captains of the armies, 
arose, and came to Egypt, for they were afraid 
of the Chaldeans.”’ (We will have more details of 
this from Jeremiah). - 


It is interesting to note this turbulent spirit 
which has always been so characteristic of the 
Jewish nation, and compare the conditions in 
Palestine today with those in the times of which 
we are studying. Every day brings news of the 
underground, guerrilla warfare in that most un- 
happy country. We see the same restless, rebel- 
lious attitude, 
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Now, let us turn to Jeremiah’s most pathetic 
and graphic account of these days: 


II. Sidelights from the Prophecy of Jeremiah: 
Jer. 37; 39-40. Jeremiah’s task was a thankless 
and dangerous one for he constantly advised and 
insisted upon one course while the king and the 
princes were determined to pursue another. The 
king at times, seemed almost persuaded to follow 
the advice of the prophet, and was more lenient 
towards Jeremiah than the princes. We have seen 
in recent years some of our most patriotic and 
wisest citizens abused and called all sorts of names, 
even traitor, because they differed from those in 
authority as to the best policy for us to pursue. 
Now Jeremiah was not only a loyal citizen who 
loved his land, but he was God’s prophet. The 


Jews were not merely turning down the advice of | 


a good and wise man, but the counsel of an in- 
spired man. 


They were not content, however, with simply 
disregarding his advice, but persecuted him in a 
most shameful manner. 


In 37:3-10 the king Zedekiah sent saying, ‘‘Pray 
now unto the Lord our God for us.’”’ Jeremiah gives 
them God’s answer: they are not to put any trust 
in Pharoah and Egypt, for the Egyptian army will 
return to their own land, and the Chaldeans will 
come and fight against them. 


In Verses 11-21 we see the prophet arrested on 
false charges by Irijah and put in prison. He is 
taken out by the king who asks him, “Is there any 
word from the Lord?’”’ Jeremiah very plainly re- 
plies that the word of the Lord is that he, Zede- 
kiah, will be delivered into the hands of the king 
of Babylon. The prophet asks, ‘What have I of- 
fended against thee—that ye have put me in 
prison’’?, and beseeches him that he would not 
send him back to the house of Jonathan, lest 
he die. Zedekiah relented and commanded that he 
be kept in the court of the prison and fed with 
bread and water. 


In Chapter 38 we find Jeremiah most cruelly 
treated. Some of the princes demanded that he be 
put to death as a traitor. Jeremiah is cast into the 
dungeon where he sinks in the mire and is rescued 
by Ebed-melech the Etheopian, who is later re- 
warded for this kind deed. (See 39:15-18). 


The king sends again for Jeremiah and secretly 
consults him. Jeremiah advises him—and it is 
God’s advice—to go forth to the king of Babylon 
and save the city from utter destruction. He 
warns him of the dire consequences to his own 
family and the city, if he fails to follow his coun- 
sel. Zedekiah cautions him to keep silent about this 
secret consultation. He saves the prophet’s life 
and allows him to abide in the court of the prison 
— Jerusalem is taken, but does not follow his 

vice. 


Chapter 39 tells the sad story of the final de- 
struction of the city and the tragic end of Zede- 
kiah. We shudder as we read of these “atroci- 
ties,” but is war any more “civilized” today than 
then? Have not so-called Christian nations com- 
mitted unspeakable crimes during our last war? 
Certainly the “kulter’ of Germany is no better 
than the culture of Babylon, and the Japanese 
and Russians are guilty of crimes as heart-sick- 
ening as those of the Assyrians. Human nature, 
untouched and unchanged, is the same fallen hu- 


man nature. It takes the power of God to remove 
the “beast” from man. 


Jeremiah was well-treated by the “captain of the 
guard” and was given the choice of going to 
Babylon where he would have been safe, or re. 
maining in the land of Judah. The prophet chose 
to go back to Gedaliah who had been made gover. 
nor. As we have seen, Ishmael slays Gedaliah and 
then is forced by Johanan, who takes charge, to 
flee to the Ammonites. Johanan and the people 
consult Jeremiah, but refuse his advice, and he 
and the remnant of the people go down into Egypt 
where the Jews soon turn to the most abominable 
idolatry. The prophet upbraids them and warns 
them but all in vain. “So Johanan the son of 
Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, and 
all the people, obeyed not the voice of the Lord, 
to dwell in the land of Judah. So they came into 
the land of Egypt—thus came they even to Tah- 
panhes” where Jeremiah most graphically _por- 
trays the destruction of Egypt. This terrible doom 
is pronounced upon those who fled to Egypt: 
“they shall all be consumed, and fall in the land 
of Egypt—and they shall be an execration, and an 
astonishment, and a curse and a reproach.” 


Flinders Petrie, 1886, uncovered the ruins of 


the very place where this ceremony of Jeremiah 
took place. (See Halley’s Hand Book). 


Lesson For June 29: Enduring 
Contributions Of The Nation © 


Scripture: II Chronicles 5-6; Psalms 119:9-16, 
105-112; Isaiah 2:1-5; Micah 6. Devotional Read- 
ing Romans 13:1-8. 


What has the Jewish nation contributed to the 
world? The Egyptians, the Greeks, the Romans, 
and other nations have given something to the 
world; what is distinctive and enduring in regard 
to the Jews? 


They are God’s Chosen people. When God se- 
lected Abram and called him out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, He had a very definite plan for His 
people which He announced to Abram: “I will bless 
thee—and thou shalt be a blessing—in thee shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed.’? God’s 
purpose was to preserve the true religion and 
through this nation provide a Redeemer for a 
world in sin. In spite of human frailty and sin 
God has, as always, carried out His purpose. 


We might discuss these “contributions” under 
these heads: (1) The Revelation of God Him- 
self—His Character and Sovereignty over the 
world, (2) The Worship of God—His House, and 
the Ritual of Worship, (3) The Law of God, or 
Word of God, (4) The People of God, a separate 
and obedient nation. (5) The Savour of world 
God. We consider all of these in relation to The 
Way Of Salvation, or, God’s Plan Of Redemption, 
as pictured for us in all His dealings with Israel. 


The Revelation of God—His Character and 
Sovereignty. II Chron, 6. In his very long and 


beautiful prayer Solomon gives a very clear an 
comprehensive picture of the “Lord God of Israel.” 
Let us notice some of the revealing terms u 
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of God: “The Lord therefore hath performed his 
word that he hath spoken—there is no God like 
thee in the heaven, nor in the earth; which keep- 
eth covenant, and shewest mercy unto thy ser- 
vants—which hath kept with David my father 


that which thou hast promised him—behold, heaven | 


and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee— 
hear thou from thy dwelling-place, even from 
heaven; and when thou hearest, forgive—and ren-. 
der unto every man according unto his ways, 
whose heart thou knowest—moreover concerning 


the stranger, which is not of thy people Israel, | 


but is come from a far country for thy great 
name’s sake, and thy mighty hand, 
stretched out arm—that all people of the earth 
may know thy name, (character), and fear thee.” 
The God revealed to us in Solomen’s prayer is the 
mighty Ruler of the universe—of earth and heaven 
—who keeps his word, and forgives and saves all 
those who turn to Him. He is “clothed with sal- 
vation,” and oe saints “rejoice in goodness.” 
(How could Solomon, after praying such a prayer, 
turn to heathen gods’’) ? | 

No other nation had such a clear and wonder- 
ful revelation of God. This is one enduring con- 
tribution made by Israel—knowledge of the Living 
and True God — beside Whom there is “none 
else—” “Look unto Me and be ye saved all the 
ends of the earth, for I am God, and there is none 


else.” 
The Worship of God—His House and Ritual: 


| II Chron. 5 and 6: Isaiah 2:1-5. Solomon’s great- 


est work was to build the Temple. Before this, 


the Tabernacle had been His dwelling-place. When | 


the Temple was at last completed, and the day 
of dedication set, they brought in all the things 
which David had prepared, and then the ark and 
the holy vessels. When the priests were come out 
and the trumpeters and singers were praising 
the Lord, “‘for he is good; for his mercy endureth 
forever: that then the house was filled with a 
cloud—for the glory of the Lord had filled the 
house of the Lord.” This was the glorious climax 
of a marvellous ceremony. 


His House is to be a house of prayer, of worship, 
of praise, of sacrifice. God’s whole plan of sal- 
vation is pictured in symbol and type in the fur- 
niture and ritual of the temple service, (as it 
had been in the Tabernacle). Holiness is the at- 
mosphere of the house; sin is covered by- the 
sprinkled blood, pointing to the Lamb of God Who 
takes away the sin of the world. . 


_ The contrast between this holy worship of Go 
in His House and the unholy, cruel, immoral wor- 
ship of heathen gods is a most striking one. Israel 
was to teach all nations how to worship God in 
an acceptable manner. The House of God showed 
men how to be saved from sin. 


The Law or Word of God: Psalem 119:9-16,105- 
112; Isaiah 2:1-5. As we know, the whole of the 
119th Psalm is written to show the value, char- 
acter, and wonder of the Law. In these two 
stanzas we have some very beautiful and instruc- 
tive lessons concerning the law. “Thy word have 
I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee.” The purpose of God’s Law is to keep sin 
out and let God in. “Sin will keep you from this 
Book, and this Book will keep you from sin” 
(Moody). By the Law is also the knowledge of sin, 
and the Law is our schoolmaster to bring us to 


- Christ that we may be saved by grace. We are 


to hide it in our hearts, cleanse our ways with it, 
not wander from it, rejoice in its message, and 
never forget its teachings. 
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“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path.” It will guide us on our journe 
through this world of darkness and defilement. It 
quickens us, and is our rich heritage. , 


and thy 
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Here is another of Israel’s greatest to the world 
—the World of God. The Law of God was deposit- 
ed with them and while they often neglected and 
disobeyed it, still the troth was preserved in these 
precious Scriptures of the Old Testament, and are 
the background and basis of the New. 


The Law, or Word of God—for we take the 
Law in its broad meaning as the whole Word— 
History, Prophecy, Poetry—is inspired of God 
and we cannot estimate its value to the world. 
It reveals God’s Nature and His Will for men. 
They tell us what to believe concerning God, and 
what duty God requires of us. The Old Testa- 


ment prepares the way for the richer revelation 


in the New. These books of the Law, History, 
Prophecy and Poetry, get us ready for the Gospel 
Story and the finished plan of Redemption. 


In Isaiah 2:1-5 we have both the House of the 
Lord and the Law of the Lord stressed. “‘Let us go 
up—to the house of the God of Jacob; and He 
will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in his 
paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 


Israel kept God’s Word as a precious heritage 
for the nations. 


The People of God: Micah 6; Isaiah 2:1-5. A 
peculiar people—a people for His own possession: 
with all her faults, Israel was such a nation. 


God had brought them up out of the land of 
Egypt; redeemed them out of the house of ser- 
vants, chastened them, and would bless the world 
through them. 


God’s purpose for Israel was a spiritual people, 
who followed His Law in the inner man—not 
the outward sacrifices of thousands of rams or 
rivers of oil, but the following of the great in- 
junction in verse eight: “He hath showed thee, O 
man, what is good: and what doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God.” 


We might call this the Golden Rule of the Old 


Testament: Let us notice its three-fold teaching: 


(1) Justice—a straight line in our dealings with 
ourselves and others, (2) Mercy—the second di- 
mension, which leads us to forgive as we would 
be forgiven, (3) Humble, active faith—the third 
dimension, which lifts us above earth and links 
us with God and Heaven. If men would follow this 
rule, what a wonderful world this would be! Here 


is God’s ideal for His people. 


Such a people are a sample of the glorious day 
that is spoken of in Isaiah 2:4 and 5, when the 
world shall learn war no more and when all shall 
walk in the light of the Lord. 


The Savior Of World—God 


Out of this nation—God’s chosen people—came 
our Saviour. He is the One Great Gift to the 
world. Here is a contribution which no other na- 
tion can approach. Other nations have their false 
religions, and false saviours: only the Jew has the 
Saviour of the world. “Unto you _ is born in the 
city of David a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” 
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June 15: When I Consider Thy Heavens 


Introduction 


I don’t know what it is but whenever a fellow 
gets out under the open sky and looks up he just 
naturally gets in a poetic mood. If he is in his 
teens he’ll probably get in a real romantic strain, 
and when he is a little older he’ll get a little 
more philosophical. But whatever the reaction the 
open sky makes us feel something deep down 
inside that we can not express, and poetry is our 
most beautiful and most nearly adequate way of 
expressing it. 


Our topic tonight is taken from the heart of an 
old Hebrew poem, Psalm 8. The Psalmist was ex- 
pressing what we all feel when we look to the 
starry heavens above, ‘When I consider thy 
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and 
stars which thou hast ordained; What is man, 
that thou art mindful of him? And the son of man, 
that thou visitest him?” (/Psalm 8:3-4). This was 
before the day when our telescopes had made us 
realize how vast is our universe. This realization of 
vastness has made many cease to believe in God, 
but what it should have done was simply make 
us realize how greater and vaster than the puny 
conceptions of men is the eternal God. - 


But we have called this a verse from a poem. 
Maybe some of you are looking to see where it 
rhymes look “Roses are red and violets are blue. 
Sugar is sweet and so are you.’ But Hebrew 
poetry was never interested in rhyme nor in having 
a certain number of rhythmic beats to a line. He- 
brew poetry depends upon parallelism of ideas for 
its poetic structure. The Hebrew poet would say 
something one way, then in the next line he would 
say the same thing in another way. Most all of 
the Psalms and a good many of the prophets were 
written in poetic form. A Revised Version or one 
of the modern speech versions will help you get 
the poetic form of the various parts of the Bible. 
As we began this lesson we said that we were 
interested in the literary forms in order to better 
grasp the message of the Bible. Let’s study then 
a familiar poem in order to get its message. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Psalm 1) 


' The first Psalm tells us how to be happy. All of 
us want to be happy, and poetry is a literary form 
that naturally lends itself to the happy mood. If 
you want to be happy, here is God’s recipe. 


1. God’s Happy Man Considered Negatively: 
Verse 1. Nobody ever becomes righteous and happy 
simply because they do not do certain things, but 
if we are to do the right there are many things 
that we can not do. The happy man must not do 
certain things. The things we must not do have to 
do with sin, We must separate from sin. Notice 
the Hebrew poetic form, the parallelism of ideas 
about the sinner—each is speaking of sin but 
each adds a little different idea and when we put 
them all together we have a full rounded thought 
as well as a beautfiully expressed one. The three 


similar clauses, each making a different emphasis 
are—“‘walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in 
the seat of the scornful.” 


2. God’s Happy Man Considered Positively: 
Verse 2. The happy man does not do certain things, 
not that he might be an idle blank, but that he 
might do something. The happy man must be one 
who takes the right attitude towards God’s lay. 
But note how rich is the way the Hebrew says 


we must be rightly related to the law. He says | 


the same thing in two ways—we must delight in 
the law of the Lord, and then again we must medi- 
tate. | 


3. God’s Happy Man Considered Figuratively: 
Verse 3. In poetry we must always use some thing 
of beauty or usefulness that appeals to us to illus- 
trate our point. The Psalmist turns next to a 
tree, then from the tree brings forth the endur- 
ance of a righteous. happy man with three ideas 
—sustenance, “planted by the rivers of water,’ 
fruitfulness, “bringeth forth fruit in his season”; 
protection, “his leaf also shall not wither’; and 
success, ‘‘whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” 


4. God’s Happy Man Considered Comparatively: 
Verses 4-6. In Hebrew poetry we do not only have 
a parallelism of ideas expressed by saying the 
same thing in a different way, or by using clauses 
to add new ideas to an original one in stair step 
fashion, but often a statement is made and then 
the next one is in direct contrast. In these last 
verses we use the latter, the happy, righteous man 
is contrasted with the unhappy, unrighteous man. 


Suggestions 


Use a Revised Version to see the various poetic 
forms in the Book of Psalms, but make your study 
one in which you point out how the poetic form 
helps to more correctly understand the spiritual 
lesson. Psalm I would make a good basis of study 
se you have given some samples of the various 

orms. 


June 22: Poor Richard And Rich Solomon 
Introduction 


In Geometry there are some propositions that 
we have to prove, but there are other propositions 
that we call axioms that we do not have to prove 
for they are self-evident, any man though he be a 
fool can see that they are true. : 


In the Bible we have much truth that needs to 
be proved and which can be proved by those who 
are willing to meet God’s requirements. In the 
Bible there is much truth that none but the truly 
born again can understand, for the natural man 
does not receive the things of the Spirit, neither 
can he know them for they are spiritually dis- 
cerned. But in the Bible there is one book, the 
Book of Proverbs, that contains a series of say- 
ings, largely the advice of a father to his sons, 
that are self-evident truths about life and how to 
live. These proverbs are true to life and they 
apply to all men, be they Christian or not. 


# 
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- would be well to study some 
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Many of our young people would live happier 
lives in days to come if they would follow the ad- 
vice given in these Proverbs. Many a person who 
is seeking an education would come out with real 
wisdom instead of being an educated fool if they 
would follow wisdom as set down in these Proverbs. 
Every one of us ought to be familiar with every 
one of these Proverbs. Let your group become 
familiar with some of the great proverbs of this 
book, and if you wish you can compare some of 
them to some from Poor Richard, great proverb 
writer of our early American history in the times 
of Ben Franklin, and see how both Solomon and 


Franklin saw these truths that are self-evident. 


After becoming familiar with some of these it 
portion of the 
Proverbs that points beyond the merely self-evi- 
dent. A good chapter to study carefully would be 
chapter 8, where we see the beauty and value of 
true wisdom. But another good passage to keep in 
mind is the one in chapter 3 that reminds us that 
the best that the mind of man can do is to lead us 
up to the place where we are closed up to the 
mind and will of God. . 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Prov. 3:5-7) 


1. Depend upon the Lord: Verse 5. We can 
never come to the place of true wisdom until we 
learn that God is the one who must lead us into 
all truth, and that we can not trust ourselves be- 
cause the heart is deceitful and there are ways 


that seem right to a man but the ways thereof 


are death, 


2. Consider the Lord: Verse 6. Since we can not 
follow self alone but must trust in the Lord, then 
we must consider the Lord in everything that we 
do. When we consider, acknowledge the Lord, in 
some matter, then He will direct us and tell us 
what to do. a: 


3. Obey the Lord: Verse 7. When we have con- 
sidered the Lord, then we must not consider our 
opinion better than His, but we must obey what 
He says and depart from evil. : 


There are many things that men can know by 
their mind and experience. There are some things 
that are self-evident that all can know. But we 
shall never truly become wise until we cease de- 
pending upon self and look to God for wisdom, and 
looking to God consider Him in all things and obey 
when He speaks. This is the path of true wisdom. 


Suggestions 


Proverbs is a book full of good advice, but 
unless our hearts are right with God we are prone 
to ignore good advice. Perhaps it would be good to 
lead off this program with a study of the way 
to true wisdom, pointing out that to trust in the 
Lord we must yield in faith to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and when we have trusted we will want to 
follow what He says. Then point out some of the 
good advice for young people in the Book of 
Proverbs. 


June 29: True Story 
Introduction 


Truth is stranger than fiction, they ‘say, and 
everybody flocks to the news stand to buy those 
magazines that have true stories. 


But the Bible is filed with true stories, and they 
beat those that we read elsewhere because they 
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are not onlv true in the lives of those in whose 
lives the stories happen but they can be true in 
our own lives and experience. 


Many of the best short stories that the world 
has ever known are to be found in the Old Testa- 
ment, and the reason that the common people of 
Jesus’ day heard Him gladly was not only because 
He spake with authority but because He told them 
short stories that they knew and understood. 


In this program we should point out many of 
the short stories -of the Bible, but we should also 
study one so that we can know it clearly and see 
how it fits into our own life, 


In the Gospel of Luke we have a story that has 
four stories in it. In this story we can all find 
ourselves somewhere. The story has to do with peo- 
ple and things that are lost and how they may 
be found. As Christians we believe that all men 
out of Christ are lost, and we believe that our job 
is to help find them by the preaching of the 
Gospel. This story from Jesus tells us why people 
are lost and how they may be found. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Luke 15) 


1. The Lost Sheep: Verses 4-7. The sheep was 
lost simply by following its natural desires and 


was found only by the searching of the shepherd. 


2. The Lost Coin. Verses 8-10. The coin was 
lost through the carelessness of another and was 
found by the seeking housewife. 


3. The Lost Sons: (a) The Prodigal Son. Verses 
11-19. The prodigal was lost by willfully insisting 
on having what he wanted when he wanted it, 
and he was found when he came to himself and 
realized his condition. (b) The Elder Brother. 
Verses 20-32, The elder brother was lost even 
though he never left the father’s house and always 
did just what the father wanted. His heart was 
far from the father’s heart and he did not have 
any love for his father’s other children. We do not 
know whether he was found or not. 


Suggestions 


In pointing out some of the stories of the Bible 
remember that stories were given to make us see 
our own spiritual need, and many of our young 
people who have been reared in the church and 
have never left the religious life need to see that 
sometimes we can live a mighty good life and still 
be an elder brother. Learn the stories in order 
to learn your own spirityal condition. ¥ 
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A New Presbyterian Project 


By Henry W. MeLaughlin, D.D. 


The South is rural. The area served by the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. has 1,015 cities with a 
population of over 2,000, but 62.7 per cent of the 
people of the South is rural. In the past the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. has put emphasis on work 
in the cities. We find that only 37.3 per cent of 
the population is urban, but 68.1 per cent of the 
Presbyterian, U. S. Church membership is_ in 
churches located in the cities or in only 37.3 per 
cent of the population. The vast majority of our 
churches are rural, but with few exceptions small, 
as they report only 31.1 per cent of our total 
church membership. The Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. has three times as many members per 1,000 
of the population in its urban areas as it has in 
its — Presbyterians have neglected the country 
people. 


We have left uncultivated our most productive 
fields. Most of our candidates for the ministry and 
missionary service were rural born, or children 
of parents reared in country churches. Many of 
the Jay leaders of the city churches come from 
the country. 


The Theological Seminaries of the Presbyterian 
Church. U. S., have recently inaugurated a move- 
ment that wiJl] do much to remedy present con- 
ditions, It looks toward a more adequate training 
for the rural ministry. This is a program which 
should mean much for the promotion of the cause 
of Christ and the Presbyterian Church. 


The Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary 


Louisville Seminary was the first to put the 
project into operation. Rev. C. Morton Hanna, 
D.D., is the professor of Rural Church Work. Dr. 
Hanna reports his program as follows: 


“1. To arouse in all members of the student 
body a vital concern for the spiritual welfare of 
people living in rural] areas. | 


‘2. To challenge a number of choice men to dedi- 
cate their lives to the services of the Church in 
rural America. 


“3. To guide a select group of choice men into 
the discovery of the most effective techniques. 


“These objectives are to be reached in varied 
ways: 


‘1. All members of the student body are en- 
— to read the stimulating literature of rural 
e. 


**2. All men are offered the opportunity of tak- 
ing special courses in the rural church. 


“3. A select group of from six to nine students 
work with the professor of Rural Church in the 
Todd-Dickey Rural] Training Parish, Here they ex- 


periment in the use of a variety of methods of en-- 


riching the program. This Parish is composed of 
thirteen churches of varying size and type, and 
so offers an ideal laboratory for experimentation. 
A few men are encouraged to do research in the 
problems of Rural Life, at the graduate level.” 


Union Theological Seminary 


The second seminary to inaugurate the enter- 


prise is Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, 


Va. Rev. James Appleby is professor of the Depart- 
— of Field Work. He reports his plans as 
ollows: 


‘1. Special emphasis is being placed on im- 
portance of work in our town and country fields. 
We have been able to have a part in the formation 
of one large parish under the leadership of Rev. 
R. G. Hutcheson. Four students are working under 
his supervision, each being in charge of a rural 
church. They spend each Saturday and Sunday 
working in them, and have a conference with Mr. 
Hutcheson on Monday. 


“2. Some students at the Assembly’s Training 


‘School for Lay Workers have been enlisted in this 


parish. It is our hope to form additional parishes 
and give students opportunity for training in rural 
work where the Kingdom of God may be advanced 
by a more effective rural program. Headway has 
already been made. 


“3. A survey has been made in a community 


near Richmond looking toward the establishment 


of a chapel. Other surveys are projected. 


“4. Definite experiences in evangelism will be 


- given to the students. Every effort is made to in- 


terest them in this important business of the 
Kingdom. 


“5. A larger percentage of the students are en- 
gaged in field experiences than ever before. Every 
effort is being made to encourage both students 
and churches to do some definite extension work. 


“6. Special classes will be taught to prepare men 
for country church and home mission pastorates.” 


Columbia Theological Seminary 


Rev. Cecil A. Thompson has recently been added 
to the faculty of Columbia Theological Seminary 
1 tac Ga. He writes of his plans as follows: 

ollows: 


“1. A letter was sent to the Home Mission 
Chairman and Superintendents of Presbyteries in 
our five controlling Synods (Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia. Mississippi, and South Carolina), askin 
each Presbytery to select two country churcl 
pastors and pay their travel expenses to the Semi- 
nary to attend the Rural Pastor’s Conference and 
Smyth Lectures held this year, April 21-26. Pro- 
ype plans were formed for a future program 
of action. 


“2. We had a number of men _ from small 
churches for the School on Home Visitation Evan- 
gelism in January. This provided helpful and ef- 
fective training in evangelism. This reached 4 
large number of men from the smaller churches. 


“3. We are working toward a Synod’s Presby- 
terian Rural: Church amenity which will be 
composed of pastors of town and country churches 
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and outstanding Presbyterian laymen who are men 
of influence from the fields of agriculture, textiles, 
and other related industries. 


“4. We plan to work out a financial program 
which will make it possible for some of our men 
who are definitely interested in country church 
work to equip themselves in this field by taking 
advanced or postgraduate study. In order to supply 
the churches of which these men are pastors, we 
olan to have the seminary students take over the 
work for one-quarter or more while the pastors do 
this postgraduate work. This will encourage men 
to enter the field of rural church work and en- 
large the leadership which we have. 


“5. We hope to have a meeting of laymen and 
rural pastors for all day or overnight rallies, 
and rural institutes, perhaps beginning in the 
Synods of Georgia and South Carolina, The pur- 
pose of these rallies is inspiration and education. 
We hope to use speakers from the departments of 
agriculture, the colleges of agriculture, and other 
agricultural centers, as well as leaders in rural 
church work. 7 


“6. We plan to have a course of instruction on 
country church work in the seminary. We are 
building up a library in the field of rural church 
work such as has been done in other institutions. 
Our first regular course will be given in 1947. 


7. Certain Rural Pastoral projects are being 
made available now for us to use for experi- 
mental fields with recent graduates. These fields 
will cooperate with this department and receive 


in return supervision from the Field Director.” 


Austin Theological Seminary 


Dr. David L. Stitt, President of Austin Texas 
Theological Seminary, reports that there is under 
consideration securing a professor to undertake 
student supervision and training in the field of 
rural work. He says: ‘‘While we are not yet ready 
to engage such a man, we are thinking in that 
direction against the day when the funds will 
permit.” 

All who desire to aid or cooperate in this new 


Presbyterian project should write at-once to the 
president of one of our four theological seminaries. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
For June 1947 
June 1: Montreat Day. 


June 8: Home Mission Day. 


In June: Synodical Training Schools and Adult 
Conferences. (See Presbyterian Women for 
June, Page 4, for lists.) co 


In June: Christian Conferences of Negro Women. 
(See Presbyterian Women for May, Page 3, for 


lists.) 
Circle Topic: “How Do I Affect People?” Matthew 
5:13-16, 


Auxiliary Topic: “I Am My Brother’s Keeper.” 
(Synod’s and Presbytery’s Home Missions Ste- 
wardship. ) 


“Thank You—Each One” 
To the many friends throughout the General 


Assembly who have expressed interest and con- 
cern for her in the recent accident that occurred 


in Texas, Miss Janie W. McGaughey, Secretary 


of Woman’s Work, sends a message of appreci- 


ation and thanks, (By wire and mail expressions 


of loving interest have been received, assuring 
her of the prayers and thoughts of many friends.) 
“The messages that have come, together with the 
assurance of your loving prayers and _ loving 
thoughts, have meant more to me than you will 
ever know. Thank you, each one, genuinely.” Miss 
McGaughey is told by her doctors that she is 
making fine progress and that the healing process 
Is going forward nicely, Since April 26, she has 
been in her own home, and has been able to do 
some things connected with the work, that required 


her attention and which could be cared for though 
she is wearing two casts and spends most of the 
time in bed. Miss McGaughey wants her friends 
to know that she-has found new meaning in Paul’s 
words, in Romans 8:28, and that she is truly 
understanding more and more what the Lord has 
for her to learn during these weeks of enforced 
retirement and rest. 


A Joyful Investment 


In the year 1913, after a careful study of the 
large responsibilities and the heavy financial obli- 
gations of the ministers and mission workers of 
our Church, Mr. C. E. Graham, Mr. R. E. Magill 
and Rev. Henry H. Sweets started a movement 
to encourage and to provide some needed help 


to these faithful men and women. 


Friends soon recognized the value and the joy 
of this effort. Through their gifts many, whose 
means were too limited to make a vacation possi- 
ble, received financial help to enable them to 
secure needed rest, recreation, fellowship and 
spiritual refreshment. 


Soon the four Executive Committees were en- 
listed and a_ building, first called the Christian 
Workers’ Home, was erected at Montreat, North 
Carolina, io house the workers employed by these 
Committees and to give shelter to other laborers. 
This building, greatly enlarged, is now called 
Geneva Hall. 


Each year gifts to the Vacation Fund have been 
received from interested friends. They have found 
in this Fund an opportunity to make a profitable 
invesiment which brings joy and helpfulness to 
these faithful servants who are making real sacri- 
fices that the work of our Church may go for- 
ward, Vacations are provided at Montreat, North 
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Carolina, Massanetta Springs, Virginia, and Kerr- 
ville, Texas. The men invited to share the benefits 


of the Fund are carefully chosen. The money is. 


used for those who otherwise would not be able 
to meet the expense of a vacation. 


The Board of Managers of the Vacation Fund 
and of Geneva Hall, elected by the General As- 
sembly’s Executive Committees, are C. Darby Ful- 
ton, Homer McMillan, Edward D. Grant and Henry 
H. Sweets. | 


The Housekeeper and Hostess of Geneva Hall 
is Mrs. Cecile Woods Coit. The Treasurer is Mrs. 
Ira D. Holt, Montreat, North Carolina. 


Do you want to have some part in this work? 
You may enter this fellowship of ministering to 
these servants of Christ who have served so well. 
You may make a joyful investment by sending a 
remittance to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Treasurer, P. O. 
Box 358, Montreat, North Carolina. | 

Henry H. Sweets, Chairman, 
Vacation Fund of Presbyterian Church. 

303 Urban Building, 

Louisville, Ky. 


Bible In The Public Schools 


By Harry Clark 


Division Of Extension Of The 
University Of South Carolina 


Because I contact all of the high schools of the 
state, many have written asking as to the extent 
of teaching of Bible in the high schools and ele- 
mentary schools and as to the impression such 
teaching has made upon me. Superintendents testi- 
fy that it has made a difference in discipline on the 
play ground, and even on the school busses, that 
it has enabled students to understand references 
to the Bible in the poets, orators, novelists, and 
dramatists in their English Literature course; and 
that it has made a difference in the History classes. 
Students who take the course seem more earnest 
and purposeful, No where have I found any con- 
troversies over creed arising. The teachers teach 
the facts only and whenever a question as to doc- 
trine arises, they refer the students to their par- 
ents or ministers. It is surprising the number ,of 
students taking the course who were not previously 
Sunday School attendants. It leads to the students 
volunteering to be Sunday School tecahers. 


It is taught by the regular public school teacher 
as part of her regular load and on her regular 
salary at Marion (five classes), York, Clover, 
Chester, Florence (temporarily discontinued), 
Manning 1943-1944, Conway § (three classes), 
Union, most of the high schools of Horry County, 
in the fifth and sixth grades at Orangeburg, and 
the fourth and fifth grades at Blythewood, Cilo. 


The local textile mill pays for the teacher of 
Bible at Ware Shoals, Monarch, Lockhart, and 
Whitmire. 


A Board of Religious Education has been set 
up at Rock Hill, Clinton, Winnsboro, Darlington, 
and Hartsville. This Board raises the money by 
popular subscription, employs its own teachers, 
and determines the course of study, All the school 
does is to provide a room and give credit. 


At the following places, a minister comes to the 
school one period a week and the school gives 
one-fourth credit: Lexington, Hemingway, Indian- 
town, Silver Street, Bush River, Swansea (tempo- 


Here’s A 
Financial Plan 
That May Answer 
Your Problem 
Exactly 
Our Annuity Gift Plan enables many people to 
secure a safe yet attractive income for their de. 


clining years, and also to leave a substantial gift 
to Foreign Missions. 


Upon the gift to our Foreign Mission Work of any 
sum from $100.00 up, we agree to pay the donor, 
or anyone else whom he may designate, a fixed 


sum every six months for life, the amount of pay- 


ment being based on the recipient’s age. 


An attractive income is guaranteed, unaffected by 
depressions or other adversities that affect the 
yield of other investments. None of the gift is 
used for mission work until our lifetime obligation 
to the annuitant has been completed. 


There are still other attractive features for you in 
these annunity gifts. Write today for a copy of our 
free booklet that gives you all the details. Please 
use coupon below. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U. S. 

113 Sixteenth Ave. South 
Nashville (4) Tenn. 

* 
A GUARANTEED LIFETIME INVESTMENT 


WITH MUTUAL BENEFITS FOR 
YOURSELF AND OTHERS | 


Curry B Hearn, Treasurer, 


Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 


Presbyterian Church in the U. S., 
P. O. Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 


Please send me, without charge, a copy of your 
booklet on annuity gifts entitled “A Guaranteed 
Lifetime Investment with Mutual Benefits for 
Yourself and Others.”’ 
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rarily discontinued), Sharon (in Abbeville Coun- 
ty), Society Hill. At Chesterfield, three churches 
pay their pastors extra to teach the Bible at the 
high school. 
I am familiar with the successful operation of 
this plan at Chattanooga for 20 years and at 


Knoxville; it has been taught successfully since | 


1933. At both cities, the juvenile court judges 
state that they have never had one of the Bible 
students brought into their courts. 


In the bounds of Enoree Presbyterial, in Chero- 
kee County, “A Child’s Story Bible,” by Cath- 
erine F. Vos, is placed in every school in this 
county and used in each class room. : 


In Spartanburg County, “A Child’s Story Bible,” 


by Catherine F. Vos, was placed by the Library 
Aid Association in co-operation with the Super- 


intendent of Education, in every class room. of 
the grammar schools to be used “for their de- 


votionals.”’ 


Union Count~ has a Bible teacher in the gram- 
mar schools of Monarch and Lockhart. 3 


In Greenville ‘‘the schools in the Parker District 


have some religious instruction.” 


Simpsonville has had Bible in the high school 
for the second year. “It has worked exceedingly 
well.” It is financed from members of all the 
churches in the town and surreunding communi- 


ties 


— 


Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.) To The General 
Assembly's Training School 
Richmond ... Virginia 


FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 
1947 1946 


WHAT MONTREAT MEANS TO THE 
WOMEN OF OUR CHURCH 
By Eleanor P. Terrell* 


Montreat means much to the women of our 
Church, Attendance at a Woman’s Auxiliary Train- 
ing School means an opportunity to learn more 
about the work of the Church and how to interest 
other women in that work. We all know that when 
we have their interest, we have them, and that 
means an increase, for God, in time, talents and 
gifts. 

The scenery is so beautiful, one could easily 
spend all her time enjoying the mountains, either 
from the hotel porch or the mountain trails. God 
seems to speak through the birds, the rushing 
mountain streams, the thunderstorms and the quiet- 
ness of the woods. One is so close to heaven at 
Montreat. 


The faculty is excellent. It is really a task to 
decide which classes you should attend for you 
feel that each class teaches something you really 
need, or the teacher is so outstanding, or you love 
her so, you just must attend that one. 


The conferences in the afternoon seem to have 
en planned just for you and, when you cannot 
attend all of them, you feel that you have really 
lost an opportunity to learn how better to serve 
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CARILLONIC BELLS 


" ... now a vital part of the 
message of Foundry Church.” 


That is how the Rev. Mr. Harris of 
Foundry Church feels about this 
beautiful Schulmerich instrument. 
Here is what he wrote us: 


“‘We cannot speak too highly of 
the CARILLONIC BELLS. They 
seem to create an atmosphere 
of worship which far exceeds the 
confines of the sanctuary. As 
people listen in their homes, 
there is no question, from the 
comments that come, that the 
playing of the old Hymns leaves 
a spiritual deposit in the hearts 
of many.” : 


Hundreds of churches are using 
CARILLONIC BELLS to give their 
organ music new color, and to send 
a message of beauty from their 
towers. Your church, too, can ac- 
quire a leading voice in the commu- 
nity through CARILLONIC BELLS. 
For particulars, address Dept. SP-16. 


Schiulnerich 


ELECTRONICS, inc. 


CARILLOWIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS- SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS - CHURCH HEARING 


SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


+ 
git 
e 
* 
10n 
= 
‘ 
x 
i 
| | 
\ 
* 
* 
+ 
j 


Page 28 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


June 2, 1947 


the Lord and Master. So many problems can be 
straightened out by discussion and when we find 
other women have problems just like ours, well, 
ours are not nearly as large as we thought them. 
Oh! the new ideas one gets. 


The programs each evening are conducted by 
the most eminent speakers of our Church and who 
wants to miss even one of them, even though you 
know you have lessons to prepare. 


It is worth all it costs anyone, in effort or 
money, to go to Montreat. When I think of Mon- 
treat I think of— 


Mountains so magnificent, 
Opportunity to learn so much, 
Nature so wonderful, 

Trees so beautiful, 

Rocks and rills in profusion, 
Enthusiasm for God everywhere, 
Ability—the best the Church has, 
Time—not half enough of it. 


*Mrs L,. S. Terrell, retiring President, Atlanta 
Presbyterial Auxiliary. 


Mrs. Annie Girardeau Blackburn 


At 8:30 o’clock in the evening of February 25th, 
Mrs. Annie Girardeau Blackburn of 2416 Devine, 
Street, Columbia, S. C., quietly and peacefully de- 
parted this life. 


Mrs. Blackburn was the youngest daughter, and 
last survivor, of the revered Dr. John L. Girardeau 
and Mrs. Sarah Hamlin Girardeau. She was born 
in Charleston, S, C., December 7, 1866, where she 
lived during Dr. Girardeau’s post-war pastorate 
of Sion Colored Church, also Glebe Street Pres- 
byterian Church. Then she moved to Columbia, 
where her father had been called to the chair 
of Theology in the Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary. 


She was married in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Columbia, S. C., April 7, 1886, to Dr. 
George Andrew Blackburn, who, after graduating 
from Columbia Seminary, and ministering for a 
short time in McConnellsville, S. C., became pastor 
of the Second ‘Presbyterian Church, Columbia 
(later Arsenal Hill). There they labored together 
for thirty-one years, when Dr. Blackburn was 
called to his reward in May, 1918. 


Her children surviving are: Mrs. D. McDonald 
and Miss Laura Blackburn, of Columbia; the 
Rev, John C. Blackburn, of West Columbia; and 
Mrs. T. J. Hutcheson, of Rock Hill, S. C.; two 
granddaughters, Mrs. G. Hunter Norwood, Jr., 
missionary in Colombia, South America; and Mrs. 
M. B. Fryga, of Buffalo, S. C., also four great- 
granddaughters. 


Mrs Blackburn’s life was one of loving, un- 
selfish service to ‘her host of friends, her family, 
and her church, She had a most charming person- 
ality, cheerful and interesting to both young and 
old. She was ever sympathetic with, and faithful 
to that system of doctrine preached and defended 
by her father, her husband, and her son. 


In the last years of Mrs. Blackburn’s life, her 
membership has been in the West Columbia Pres- 
byterian Church. Here she happily worked and 
gave freely. Therefore be it resolved: _ 


__1. That we, the members of the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary of the West Columbia Presbyterian Church, 


[MONTREAT HIGH SCHOOL 
AND COLLEGE COURSES 


Accredited. Liberal arts, bus. ed., music, dra- 
matics, religious ed. A.B., B.S. degrees. Sports, 
Rate $320.00. Self-help scholarships, Catalog. 


DR. MARGARET SPENCER, DEAN 
P. O. Box “S” 


Montreat, N. C. 


wish to pay our tribute of love and respect to the 
memory of ‘Mother Blackburn” as she was af. 
fectionately known among’ us. 


2. That we express our appreciation of and 
thankfulness for her years of inspiration and 
loving service. 


3. That we extend to her children and grand 
children our deepest sympathy and pray God's 
richest blessings may abide with them. 


4. That a copy of this memorial and _ these 
resolutions be permanently recorded, a copy be sent 
to the family and copies be sent to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal and The Christian Observer, 


Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. C. J.Craig, President. 
Mrs. E, A. Shull, Secretary. 


Thoughts From Isaiah 
(Chapter VI) 


In this chapter the Lord speaks to Isaiah.” In 
the year that king Uzziah died.” Uzziah was a 
mighty monarch,—one of the greatest of Judah’s 
kings; not one of the best—but just a weak, puny 
man when death knocked at his door. Death is a 
great leveller. 


It is also a fine disillusioner. We talk sometimes 
about our “indispensable” men. There are no 
such men. No man, not even a successful ruler, 
is essential. When a leader like Moses dies, there 
is a Joshua to take his place, We are apt to think 
too highly of our mighty men. We are inclined 
to be “‘hero-worshipppers,’” and we look to men 
and lean upon men and forget God. : 


Perhaps Isaiah had Uzziah too much before his 
eyes and God had been hidden by a mere man. This 
phrase may have been but a means of dating his 
vision. Isaiah seems too much a ‘“Jehovah-man” 
to allow himself to be blinded by the glory of an 
earthly monarch. 


We often have our inner eyesight restored when 
human props give way, and death has a habit of 
knocking these props from under us. When our 
souls are overwhelmed, when in the darkness there 
: ry way to look but up, then it is that we see 
road, 


The vision that Isaiah saw of God—His holiness, 
majesty, and glory, was such an awe-inspiring one, 
that it made him see himself, and all other men, 
in an entirely new light. 


“Woe is me—I am undone—I am a man of un- 
clean lips.”” Against the background of God’s holi- 
ness he saw the ugliness of all men. He was horri- 
fied and frightened. How can a man like I see 
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myself to be, stand in the presence of such a God? 
Then, I am not alone in my sin. All those who 


syrround me, are but my fellow-sinners, as un- 


clean as I. If only our world could see our God, 
what a woeful cry would go up over all the earth! 
Only those who have never seen God feel secure 
and unconcerned in their self-righteousness. 


“A live coal from off the altar.” Fire is a won- 
derful purifier,—any fire. This is the “fire of God.” 
Calvary is a “‘burned-over” spot; therefore a safe 
spot, for the sinner, He was once offered as a 
sacrifice to take away sin. The traveller on horse- 
back, riding through the prairie, sees a fire in the 
distance rushing towards him. He alights from his 
horse, strikes a match to the grass under his feet 
and is soon safe, in his “burned-over’” spot. It 
takes the ‘‘coal from the altar’ to cleanse us from 
sin. 

“Iniquity is taken away,—sin purged.”’ That 
-man is blessed indeed who can hear such “bonnie 
words” from the lips of God. They were often 
heard as Jesus ministered to men. Have we heard 
them in our souls? 


“Whom shall I send?” After, not before, we 
have seen ourselves and our need, seen our fellow- 
men, and their need, are we prepared to hear 
this further word from our God. Now we can 
volunteer, and say, “here am I, send me.” 


“Go, and tell this people.” The preacher, like 


the telegraph messenger, is to take the message, 
not tear it up, not change it, not delay in de- 
livering it. Take the message: leave results with 
God. There will be those who reject it; there will 
be those who will hear and heed. God spoke to 
Isaiah that he might speak to others. Has He 
spoken to us? Are we speaking to others? r 


“Lord speak to me that I may speak 
In living echoes of Thy tone; 
As Thou hast sought, so let me seek 


Thy erring children lost and lone.” 
—J.K.P. 


“One Motto” 


Of all factors on successful coaching, it is prob- 
ably as a conditioner that Butts (Wallace Butts, 
University of Georgia’s football coach), shines 
brightest. : 


“Two weeks ago in New York I was talking to 
Steve Owen, coach of the New York Giants, who 
had seen the Sugar Bowl game. ‘Georgia won be- 
cause of one thing—superior condition,’ Owen said. 
‘That Butts really gets them in shape, and keeps 
them in shape, doesn’t he?’ | 


“Georgia players dash on and off the field in 
three seconds. They do not lie down during time- 
outs and they do not drink any water during 
game. 


“Butts, so far as is known, has contributed only 
one motto to college football and it is by way of 


being a minor classic. ‘Ole Georgia can be beat,’ © 
he tells his boys, ‘but not by players who drink - 


and smoke.’ ”’ 


(Used in Allied Youth, March, 1947, by permis- 


sion of Fred Russell, Sports Editor, Nashville 
Banner, Nashville, Tenn., who used it in his ‘col- 
umn, “Sideline Sidelights,” on January 22, 1947.) 


GRADED and UNIFORM 
by STANDARD 


~ Get complete facts NOW on Closely 
Graded and Uniform Lessons so suc- 
cessfully used by thousands of schools. 
For October quarter, new Beginner 
and Primary Graded. Free Prospectus 
on Graded. Samples of Uniform. Give 
name of school and department. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 East Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


BENTLEY &SIMON: 
| ESTABLISHED 1912 


SEND AND SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


CHRISTIAN 


SENTIMENTS 


Our Scripture Text Everyday Assortment contains 18 beautifal 
folders. Our Christ-honoring 21 folder DeLuxe Christmas Assort- 
ment is now ready. Three boxes of one or both kinds sent postpaid 
for $2. Money refunded if not entirely satisfied. Agents and groups 
- gell our complete line of 26 assortments. Profit up to 100 per cent. 


SHEPHERD’S TOWN GREETING CARD CO. 
Box 415, Shepherdstown, Pa. 


The Woman's Auxiliary Of 
Holston Presbytery 


The Woman’s Auxiliary of Holston Presbytery, 
Synod of Appalachia, held its forty-third annual 
meeting in the First Presbyterian Church, Morris- 
town, Tenn., on Thursday and Friday, May 1-2, 
1947, One hundred and ninety-five women were 
present representing forty-three auxiliaries. Five 
of these auxiliaries were newly organized. 


The business sessions were conducted by the 
president, Mrs. A. R. Craig, Spruce ‘Pine, N. C. 
Reports were submitted by all the officers. 


Rev. George C. Bellingrath of Nacootchie Insti- 
iute, Rabun Gap, Ga., gave the Bible study on 
Matthew in both morning sessions. 


Addresses were as follows: Mrs. E. A. Schettler, 
Knoxville, Tenn., spoke on the Christian Con- 
ference for Negro Women; Rev. James M. Carr, 
Knoxville, on Visual Aids in Bible Study for the 
Youth; Rev. L. A. McMurray, Congo, Africa, on 
Foreign Missions; Rev. P. J. Garrison, Johnson 
City, on Home Missions; and Mrs. Charles E. 
Dorsey, Montreat, N. C., president of the Wom- 
an’s Auxiliary of the Synod of Appalachia. 
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Life memberships were presented from the Aux- 
iliary of the Presbytery to Mrs. Robert Arm- 
strong, Rogersville, Tenn., and Mrs, A. R. Craig, 
retiring president. One was also given to Mrs. 
S. H Hay, Morristown, Tenn., from her church 
auxiliary. 


New officers elected were: President, Mrs. Joe 
Caldwell, Blountville, Tenn., Treasurer, Mrs. Adam 
Bowman, Johnson City, Tenn.; Christian Edu- 
cation and Ministerial Relief, Mrs. Kar] Harrop, 
Bristol,’ Tenn.; Religious Education, Miss Nancy 
Wagner, Johnson City, Tenn.; Grandfather Home, 
Mrs. C. E. Goodman, Bristol, Tenn.; Chairman, 
District No. 1, Mrs. N. B. Remine, Bristol, Tenn.; 
Chairman, District No. 4, Mrs. W. L. Holshauser, 
Blowing Rock, N. C., Chairman, District No. 5, Mrs. 
Joe Vance, Plumtree, N. C. 


Austin Seminary Announces Addition 
Of Rev. T. Watson Street 


The Board of Trustees of the Austin Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary takes pleasure in 
announcing the addition of the Rev. T. Watson 
Street of Fulton, Mo., to the teaching staff of 
this institution in the Department of Church His- 
tory and Missions. 


Born in Gadsden, Ala., Mr. Street was educated 
in the primary schools of that state, He has 
been active in the youth work of the Church, and 
served as President of the Young People’s Coun- 
cil of the Assembly in 1936-37. 


Graduating with the A.B. degree, summa cum 
laude, from Davidson College in 1988, he was a 
member of Omicron Delta Kappa, valedictorian of 
his class and was elected to Phi Keta Kappa. 


In 1939 Mr. Street represented our Assembly as 
a commissioner to the World Youth Conference 
in Amsterdam, Holland. Upon his return, he entered 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., was granted the B.D. degree by 
Louisville Seminary in 9142 and won the Walter 
Kennedy Patterson Fellowship. 


Mr. Street spent the following year in graduate 
study at Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
N. Y., receiving the S.T.B, degree, summa cum 
laude, in 1943. Since 1943 he has been pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Fulton, Mo. He has 
served the Assembly as a member of the Defense 
Service Council and a member of Assembly’s Ad- 
visory Committee on Christian Education. He was 
selected to present one of the four reports, as a 
Commission leader, to the recent Youth Conven- 
tion on World Missions held in Nashville, Tenn. 


Mr. Street plans to spend the summer studying 
in further preparation for his teaching responsi- 
bilities this fall. He will move to Austin, Tex., 
in August. 
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Presbyterian Youth Fellowship 
Congaree Presbytery 


_ The Presbyterian Youth Fellowship Group of 


Congaree Presbytery held their Spring Rally on 
Sunday, March 30, in the Presbyterian Church in 
Bethune, S. C. The register showed that 240 
young people were in attendance. This included 
both ‘Pioneer and Senior groups. Miss Anne Taylor 
of Ridgeway, President, presided, Miss Rebecca 


Nickels, Director of Religious Education of Shap. 
don Presbyterian Church in Columbia, conducted 
the special program for all Pioneers. 


The meeting was opened with a hymn, followed 
by a prayer offered by the Rev. Walter L. Baker, 
pastor of the Bethune Church. 


During the business meeting, Miss Taylor gave 
a report of the progress made in Youth Fellow. 
ship work in the Presbytery for the year. She re 
ported 13 organized groups. The young folks at 
Batesburg and Bethune were the most recently 
organized. Subscriptions were taken for the Scribe 
—the publication for the members of Youth Fel- 
lowship in the Synod of South Carolina. 


Thomas Wilkes, as Treasurer, gave the financia] 
report and read a suggested budget for adoption. 
The report of the nominating committee was 
unanimously accepted. The following officers and 
commission chairmen were installed later in the 
~~ by the Rev. A. Douglas McArn of Can- 

en: 


President, Miss Anne Taylor, of Aimwell Church, 
Ridgeway; Vice-President, Miss Mary Lyn Mcln- 
tosh, of Eau Claire Church in Columbia; Secre- 
tary, Miss Margaret McGowan, of the First Church 
in Columbia; Treasurer, Thomas Wilkes, of the 
Lebanon Church, Winnsboro. 


Chairmen of Commissions: Christian Faith, Miss 
Hazel Smarr, of Sion Church, Winnsboro; Chris 
tian Growth, Miss Virginia Campbell, of Bates- 
burg Church; Christian Outreach, Miss Sue Cath- 
cart, of Eau Claire Church, Columbia; Christian 
Comradeship, J. L. McGee, of Bethune Church, 
Bethune; Christian Works, Miss Constance Byrd, 
of Eau Claire Church, of Columbia. 


Report Of The Spring Youth Rally 
Presbytery Of New Orleans 


The young people of the Presbytery of New 
Orleans met at the Napoleon Avenue, Presby- 
terian Church, New Orleans, La., on Friday and 
Saturday, April 25-26, for their Spring Rally. A 
large group was in attendance with twenty-two 
churches represented. 


Miss Barbara Black, retiring President, pre- 
sided over the business meeting on Saturday 
afternoon. This meeting was highlighted by the 
adoption of a Constitution, the presentation of 
the financial objectives for the coming year and 
“pe election of officers, Our new officers are as 
ollows: 


President, Warren Mix. First Church, New Or- 
leans, La.; VicedPresident Martha Jeffrey, Calvery 
Church, Jeanerette, La.; Secretary, Barbara Black, 
First Church, New Iberia, La.; Treasurer, Helen 
Blalack, Napoleon Avenue Church, New Orleans; 
La.; Christian Faith, Orient Fox, Canal Street 
Church, New Orleans, La.; Christian Growth, 
Nancy Ingram, First Church, Bogalusa, La.; Chris- 
tian Outreach, Bill Seibert, First Street Church, 
New Orleans, La.; Christian Works, Charlotte 
Reynolds, St. Charles Ave. Church New Orleans, 
La.; Christian Comradship, Jonesy Hendry, Ar- 
cola Church, Roseland, La. 


At the Convocation on Friday evening the 
theme picture and theme hymn for the year were 
presented. On Saturday afternoon a special fea- 


ture was the showing of the religious film, “The 
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Prodigal Son.”? Three discussion groups were held 


on the general theme of “Problems Faced By 
Youth Today.” Dr, John S. Land led the group 
in its discussion of the subject, “The Alcohol 
Menace”; Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden spoke on “Di- 
vorce,” and the Rev. W. Ben Lane presented the 
topic, “Choosing a Vocation.” 


The evening devotions on Friday were led by 
Mr. Ray Fletcher, Abbeville, and Miss Sarah 
Jeffrey, Jeanerette. The morning devotions on 
Saturday were led by Mr. Ralph Pundt, Abbeville, 
and Miss Barbara Black, New Iberia. The closing 
service of worship and the installation of officers 
was presided over by the adult advisor, Rev. Dan 
E. Goldsmith. The new President, Mr. Warren 
Mix, spoke of the work for the coming year in 
connection with this service. Plans for the Fall 
Rally (which is to be held at Sillman College) 
were announced and the service was closed with 
the Mizpah benediction, 


Presbytery Of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas held its 
stated spring session in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Victoria, Tex., April 8-10, 1947, with fifty- 
two ministers and thirty-seven ruling elders pres- 
ent. 


Ruling Elder H. E. Stone, of San Antonio, was 
elected Moderator; Rev. David F. Murphy, Tempo- 
rary Clerk; Rev. Palmer William Deloteous, Read- 
ing Clerk; and Rev. A. V. Boand, Press Reporter. 


Rev. Thos. D, Murphy was received from El 
Paso Presbytery, and a commission appointed 
to install him as pastor of the Junction church 
on April 27th. The Pastoral relation between Rev. 


B. D. D .Greer and the Highland Park Church, 
San Antonio, was dissolved. 


The Presbytery adopted an overture to the Gen- 
eral Assembly requesting an interpretation of 
the two-term limitation for members of the Com- 
mission on the Minister and his Work, and also 
overtured the Synod of Texas to limit service on 
Permanent Committees and Boards of Trustees 
to two consecutive terms of three years each. 


Three young men, all of the Beacon Hill Church, 
San Antonio, were received under the care of 
Presbytery as candidates for the ministry, name- 
ly: Leroy B, Horn, Jr., William I. Boand, and 
Douglas G. Carter. 


Two special committees were appointed to serve 
one year, one on (Presbyterian Day Schools and 
the other on Negro Work, and the question mak- 
ing such committees permanent was referred to 
a ad interim committee on Revision of Standing 

ules. 7 


The Wednesday evening session of Presby- 


tery was held in the $12,000.00 new church build- 
ing at Placedo, an outpost of the Port Lavaca 
Church. The program for the evening was in the 
interest of Home Missions, and Rev. S. B. Lapsley, 
of ha Assembly’s Committee, was the guest 
speaker. 


The next stated meeting will be held in the 
Beacon Hill Church, San Antonio, on a date to be 


T. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 
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Knox Presbyterian Church 
Norfolk, Va. | 


Records for the year’s work 1947-47 show 175 
additions! 28 on profession of faith, 47 by letter. 
The Sunday School enrollment 515; Baptisms, 


adult 11, infant 10. Gifts throughout the year for 


Benevolences $6,035.00, Current Expenses $17,- 
051.00. The outstanding event of 1945-46 was pay- 
ing off the debt on the manse and the new 
Church Plant. The event of unusual importance 
during the year 1946-47 was the purchase of two 
lots facing Colonial Avenue in the same block as 
the Church. With a growing Sunday Schoo] this 
relocated Church faces the future with optimism. 
Although located in a well churched community we 


- feel that we have a contribution to make to the 


Park Place, Colonial Place sections of Norfolk. | 
Rev. Harold McQ. Shields, Pastor. 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Tuscaloosa met in Demo- 
polis, Ala., on April 15th. Rev. R. L. Kell was 
appointed Assistant Clerk and Rev. T. C. Duncan 
was elected Moderator. 


There were 15 ministers and 23 elders present. 
Mr. Robert Christy Morgan of the Alabama Ave- 
nue Church, of Selma, was received as a candi- 
date for the ministry. Rev. R. E. Fulton was 
re-elected Stated Clerk and Treasurer and Central 
Treasurer for another term. Rev. W. E. Powell 
was received from the Presbytery of Florida and 
a Commission was appointed to install him pastor 
Valley Creek, Harper’s Chapel and Pisgah 

urches. 


The Selma First Session presented an overture 
to the Presbytery asking that an overture be sent 
to the General Assembly requesting that body to 
withdraw from the Federal Council, “because of 
politcial lobbying and political deliverances of 
representatives” of the Council. Presbytery acceded 
to this request and has filed such an overture 
with the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly. 


iPresbytery will meet again on July 15th, at 


Bethel First Church. 
|  R. E, Fulton, Stated Clerk. . 
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